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MORMONISM EXPOSED. 


To MAKE an earnest attack: on Mormonism, as if it had 
any plausible pretensions to credibility, would argue great’ 
want of discernment and good sense on the part of the one’ 
who might thus assail it. Jt would be somewhat like @ 
_ labored attempt to disprove the story of Tom Thumb, or 
like the attack of Don Quixote on the windmill. When 
Solomon Spaulding wrote the romance entitled “ The Man- 
uscript Found,” which has since been meta by" 
Rigdon, Smith, and others into the “ Book of Mormon,” he 
merely intended it as a tale, out of the avails of which he’ 
hoped to be able to free himself from pecuniary embarrass~- 
ment; not once dreaming, that a gang of impostors would 
befool any human beings into the belief of its authenticity 
-—at least in the present age. And were it not the fact, 
that some are thus duped, I should deem it altogether » 
Quixotic undertaking, to spend one moment’s time in noti-~ 
cing the affair in the manner I now do. But as some in- 
dividuals do really assume sober countenances, and are ace 
tive in endeavoring to proselyte as many as possible to the 
belief of this fable’; and more especially, as they mee# 
with some success among a particular portion of the com- 
munity, (as all impostors do ;) I feel that would not be @ 
work of supererogation, briefly to expose some of the de- 
fects and absurdities of the book under consideration, and 
to display in bold relief the characters of the miscreante 
who are battening on the ignorance and credulity of those: 
upon whom they can successfully play off this i 
It is to “break the snare of the fowler,” to dissipate the 
mists of delusion, to draw the line of demarcation between: 


imposture and truth, and to hold up to merited indignation) 


inculted: comemenity, 
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6 MORMONISM EXPOSED. 


mest vile, the most impudent, the most impious knot of 
charlatans and cheats with which any community was ever 
disgraced and cursed, that I assume my present underta- 
king. ‘These considerations will, I trust, be deemed suf- 
ficient by my fellow-citizens, to justify the course I pursue, 
in stooping to notice an affair so intrinsically worthless and 
contemptible as is the Mormon imposture. 

For some time past, the denizens of our goodly city of 


Gotham have been vastly edified by the “ holdings forth” of 


a Mormon preacher by the name of Parley P. Pratt. 
When he came to the city, he succeeded in obtaining the 
use of a church, by concealing the fact that he was a Mor- 
monite, and calling himself a “ Latter Day Saint.” ‘This 
was perfectly in character for a propagator of a religious 
imposition, and just what might be expected. 

Mr. Pratt at length began to reveal himself as a Mormon 
miracle-monger ; and by this means, not by any extraordi- 
mary abilities, he succeeded in exciting a degree of public 
attention. Having thus raised the breeze, he now com- 
menced the promulgation of his Mormon fooleries, with re- 

gard to the finding of the “ Golden Plates” of the “ Book 

of Mormon” by Joseph Smith jr., and all that sort of thing. 

Indignant at his audacious imposition, I called upon him to 

submit his Book to the test of public investigation. After 
some hesitancy, and finding he could offer no satisfactory 
_ excuse for declining my proposal, he accepted it. A pub- 

lic discussion was then arranged between him and myself. 
‘ On the fourth evening of the discussion, this champion of 

Mormonism, this challenger of all Christendom, signified 
_ his intention to retire from the field, under the pretence that 

{ had cast unmerited ridicule on the Mormon Book. I in- 
sisted on his remaining. He then appealed to the au- 
_dience ; but they, too, insisted on his continuing. On the 
_@ixth evening, no sooner had I begun to touch upon the 
, subject of the credibility of his witnesses, than he raised 
an objection, and declared that if I persisted in that course, 
be would withdraw altogether from the debate. I inform- 
ed him that 1 should examine the character of those wit- 
messes, as a matter of course. It was then pretended, on 
Ahe Mormon side, that we had agreed not to examine the 
‘external evidences in the case. .A greater falsehood than 
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this was never uttered. But what better can be 

from men engaged in promoting a system of falsehood? 
Not to examine the external evidences indeed! So foolish 
a falsehood scarcely needs a contradiction. It carries its 
own condemnation on its very front. Just as if I would 
agree not to look into the character of such impostors as 
Smith, Rigdon, and their kidney. No! Mr. Pratt, previous 
to the commencement of the discussion, asked me what 
points of evidence we should examine. ‘“ Prove your Book 
in any way whatever,” said I, “whether by itself, or by 
positive testimony, or by scripture. Prove your Book if. 
you can, by any kind, or by all kinds, of evidence you 
please. And on my part, I shall disprove it in any way J 
please.” Accordingly, the very first evening of the dis- 
cussion, he brought forward his positive testimony—his ea- 
ternal evidence—hig witnesses to the divine character of the 
“ Book of Mormon.” Yes! he himself brought forward 
this external evidence—these witnesses—declaring at the 
same time, that their character was unimpeachable. And | 
must not look into their character, to see whether or not he 
told the truth, and they were credible witnesses! Fine 
rule of evidence! fine mode of discussion !—And because 
I persisted in my course, and went on examining their 
credibility, he actually abandoned the discussion! No 
wonder, however, at this. He could never have kept him- 
self in countenance ; it would have made his ears tingle ; 
it would have crimsoned his face with burning blushes, 
brazen as it is with imposture; had he remained to hear 
recounted the black deeds of his associate impostors. Of 
this the reader will be fully convinced, ere he finishes the 
perusal of this pamphlet. No wonder, then, that Mr. Pratt 
wished to prevent my examination of the character of his 
witnesses. ‘This, however, constituted no reason why he 
should withdraw from the discussion. It was his business 
to remain, and defend their character, if it was defensible, 
and by that means preserve his cause from injury. But 
no. Off he takes himself at the very moment when, of all 
others, his services were most needed ; in the very heat of 
the battle, when Mormonism was assailed at its vitals. 
Then it was, that he beat a retreat, and left poor old “ Mor- 
mon” to take care of himself! 
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Mr. Pratt having thus retired, in the midst of the inves- 
tigation, and the audience in general having signified their — 
wish to have me finish it alone, 1 occupied two evenings 
more, making eight in all; when I brought the subject to a 
_ Having premised thus much by way of introduction, I 
will now proceed to the examination of the subject under 
consideration ; in doing which I must observe great brevity, 
the materials being so abundant, that to go fully into detail 
would i a large volume, instead of a pamphlet like 
this. | 

In treating this subject, the most natural order seems to 
be, to examine the “ Book of Mormon” itself. 

The “ Book of Mormon,” says Pratt’s “ Voice of Warn- 
ing,” ‘“‘ was found in the year of our Lord one thousand, 
eight hundred, and twenty seven, in Ontario county, New 
York. It was translated and published in the year of our 
Lord one thousand, eight hundred, and thirty. It contains 
the history of the ancient inhabitants of America, who 
were a branch of the house of Israel, of the tribe of Jo- | 
seph, of whom the Indians are still a remnant: but the 
principal nation of them having fallen in battle in the fourth 
or fifth century, one of their prophets; whose name was 
Mormon, saw fit to make an abridgment of their history, 
their prophecies, and their doctrine, which he engraved on 
Plates ; and afterwards being slain, the record fell into the 
hands of his.son Moroni, who being hunted by his ene- 
mies, was directed to deposite the Record safely in the 
earth, with a promise from God that it should be preserved, 
and should be again brought to light in the latter days, by 
means of a Gentile nation, who should px the 
This deposite was made about the year four hundred and 
twenty;.on a hill then called Cumora, now in Ontario 
county, where it was preserved in safety, until it was 
brought to light by no less than the ministry of angels, and 
translated by inspiration. And. the Great Jehovah bore 
record of the same to chosen witnesses, who declare it to 
the world.” 
Well, friend Pratt, we have heard your statement; but 
how can we know that these things are so? Any impos- 
tor can say as much as this ; eadeelidpdamentabes end be 
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found by scores and hundreds, to swear to any thing he 
may say. How then can we know that your witnesses 
testify the truth? ‘ Why,” says Mr. Pratt, “I am acquainted 
with them, and know them to be men ‘of unimpeachable . 
character.” Aye, but who are you yourself, Mr. Pratt? 
You are a stranger to us. How, therefore, do we know 
even that you speak the truth? To be sure, you have a 
very demure countenance ; you are quite moderate in your | 
manner of speech ; and you appear very cool and self-pos- — 
sessed. But now, hear what the author of Lacon, that 
acute observer of men and things, remarks on th’s point. © 
“ Always suspect a man,” says he, “ who affects great soft- 
ness of manner, an unruffled evenness of temper, and an — 
enunciation studied, slow, and deliberate. These things 
are all unnatural, and bespeak a degree of mental discip- — 
line into which he that has no purposes of craft or design’ | 
to answer, cannot submit to drill himself. The most suc- ~ 
cessful knaves are of this description ; as smooth as razors 
dipped in oil, and as sharp. They affect the innocence of ' 
the dove, which they have not, in order to hide the cun- | 
ning of the serpent, which they have.” 

So then, friend Pratt, we cannot take your word as evi- 
dence, till we know something more concerning you—nor — 
the word of your witnesses, till we ascertain more respect ~ 
ing them. ‘Thus far, you give us no evidence which’ any 
impostor cannot give ; none that many impostors have not | 
actually given. Nay, some impositions have had a hun- 
dred times the evidence that you have yet given. Let us ‘ 
see a few of your miracles, and then we will think a litthé ' 
further on the matter. No miracles, however, make their 
appearance, although we hear some of your followers testi+ | 
fying to them. ‘So did the French Prophets, and various | 
other impostors. Thus you see again, you do not furnish 
the necessary evidence—the evidence requisite to Gielen - 
guish truth from imposture. 

What next is tobe done? Nostir having ly been 
made in the place, on the subject of seonackety the people 
are uninformed with regard to the character of the propaga ' 
tors of the scheme, and that subject is Jaid aside for the timé © 
being. The Book itself now comes forth, and is offered * 
for sale, Bat it is the second edition, and is issued by 
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Messrs. Pratt and Goodson, and purports to have been ¢trans- 
lated by Joseph Smith, jr. Well, now, Mr. Pratt, is this 
just like the first edition? “O! yes,” says Mr. P. “ ex- 
cepting typographical errors, such as mistakes in spelling, 
and the like.” On examination of the first edition, howev- 
er, we find Joseph Smith, jr. denominated the Author. 

| Well, Mister Pratt, 

| What say to that. 

Excuse my poetry. I have caught the inspiration of 
Mormonism already. But seriously, Mr. Pratt, what have 
you to say as to Joseph Smith's being called the author of 
the ** Book of Mormon”—and likewise as to your assertion, 
that the two editions were alike, excepting typographical 
errors. A strange typographical error indeed, to make Jo- 
seph Smith jr., the author, instead of the translator. But 
now, let us look a little into your Book, (second edition,) 
and see whether it appears like inspiration internally. 

This Book, if we may credit the title-page, was not only 
written, but translated by inspiration. There is therefore 
no excuse for any blemish whatever in the Book, as it lies 
before us in its English dress. It is bound to have every 
thing just-as it should be; and a single defect is sufficient 
to destroy its pretensions. The Bible, making no preten- 
sions to inspired translation; may have defects of certain 
kinds in the translated copies, without impairing its claims 
to divine authority ; but there is no such excuse for the 
“ Book of Mormon.” It must be perfect in every point of 
view, or its fate is at once and for ever sealed. Now let 
us see how this matter stands. 

“To come forth in due time by way of Gentile.” Title- 
page. ‘“ By way of Gentile.” Such a half-witted barba- 
rism inspiration? Abominable! And a fellow that had nei- 
ther learning, nor sense, nor “ inspiration”, nor anything else 
sufficient to enable him properly to express an idea in his 
own tongue, pretending that he could translate what no 
other one could! 


“ And now if there are faults, they are the mistakes of | 


men.” ‘Title-page. What do you mean by this? Writ- 
ten and translated by inspiration, and yet talk of faults! 
Verily, you hav’n’t sense enough to conceal your imposition. 
You are simpletons as well as knaves, and are decidedly be- 
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neath contempt. So much for your title page———although 
I have not noticed half of the ridiculous trash which | find 


upon it, 
THE FIRST BOOK OF NEPHI. 


Chapter and Contents. Written and translated by i inepi~ 
ration, mind ye. O yes! divided into chapters, with a table 
of contents, by inspiration ! The ignorant forger, in attempt- 
ing to imitate the Bible, seems not to have known, that the di-: 
vision into chapters is a modern invention, and that the tables. 
of contents are no part of the Bible, but are inserted or omitted) 
at the option of the publisher of any edition. Sohe makes’ 
his ‘‘ Nephi” attach a table of contents to his chapter, as long’ 
ago as the capture of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar—an 
makes him also say in the same table of contents, “1, Ne-~ 
phi, wrote this record ;” thus showing that the contente 
were to be considered N ephi’s. 

*“‘ Lehi,” the father of “ Nephi,” is represented as a ow 
ish prophet. Now ask the Jews if they ever had such a 
-. prophet ; and they are quite as likely to know, as the j Jug- 
gling, money digging, fortune-telling impostor, Smith. 

This “ Lehi,” it seems, was of the tribe of Joseph, and 
dwelt at Jerusalem. ‘The tribe of Joseph at Jerusalem! 
Go, study scripture-geography, ye ignorant fellows, before 
"you send out : imposition, and make 

foolish blunders 
Lehi finally fled from Jerusalem, to the im a. 
ing destruction by Nebuchadnezzar, and left his and 
silver behind. Rather singular—and still more so, that it 
was all safe when he sent back after it. 

Nephi says, (page 10,) that his father’s family consiated 
of his mother, Sariah, and his elder brothers, who were La- 
man, Lemuel, and Sam! So then, Nephi himself was not 
one of his father’s children, and one of his brothers was a/ 
real Yankee—Sam! Well done, Prophet Smith; you can’t — 
get t rid of your Jonathan:sms. Sam indeed! Fie, Joseph, | 

w you forget yourself. Can’t you forge better than this ? 
Precious little of the Yankee wit, have in your com-| 
of Nephi” in this manner. -' 
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On the same page, “Nephi” speaks of.a river’s run- 
ning into a fountain. Inspiration with a witness! a river 
running into a fountain ! 

“ And it came to pass—and it came to pass—and i it came 
to pass”—three times in a paragraph of eight lines and one 
word. A ridiculous attempt to imitate ancient Scripture 
atyle—and a complete abortion. This is but a specimen 
the style of the work throughout. O 
But I perceive | am expanding too much for a small 
- phiet. So abundant are my materials, that it will be 
ficult for me to compress them sufficiently to give even 
the pith of the whole. ‘This must be my apology for the 
very concise and summary process which I shall adopt for 
the remainder of the pamphlet. 

_ I will now throw a few of the various beauties and ex- 
cellencies of the “ Book of Mormon” into groups, each 
group under an appropriate head, and let these serve as 
specimens of the whole. And first I will note a few of the 
wiolations of the King’s English. 


BARBARISMS. 


« They durst not utter against him.” Page 10. Utter 
# what, pray? If you utter, you utter something. : 
q * And it had came to pass.” 16. . 
They did rebe! against J, Nephi, and Ren," 19, How 
beautiful ! 

ert mine elder brethren.” 
 §* That I might engraven.” 

The Led thou shalt engraven,” &e. 

The Lord said unto me, t 79... 
Bloodsheds.” 81. 

* It supposeth me.” 134, 399, 403. 


With our mights.” 146. ‘See likewise three places, 

147. 

He had somewhat contentions among his own people.” 

With all your whole soul.” 168. 

** A shepherd art calling.” 250. . 
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“They were exceeding fraid.” 361. See likewise 374, 
.414, and 438. 

“ They sleepeth.” 401. 

“T am Jesus Christ, of whom the prophets testified shall 
come into the world.” 503. | , 

“The whole human family of Adam.” 553. What other 
family had Adam besides the human family * 

“They done all these things.” 587. 

“ And when these things come, bringeth to pass the scrip- 
' ture which saith.” 598. What bringeth to pass the scrip- 

ture? Nothing, if we go by this writer of semi-ideas in the 
Book of Mormon.” | 


The foregoing samples are probably not a hundredth part 
of the gross violations of the propriety of language, that are 
to be found in the “ Book of Mormon.” Words and modes 
of expression are put into the mouth of the Deity, of Jesus 
Christ, of angels, and of prophets, that would befit only the 
most vulgar ignoramus. If this is not a degradation of 
things sacred, an impeachment of the intellectual perfection 
of Omniscience, it would be difficult to say what would be so. 
We find no such barbarisms in the Bible, even in the unin- 
spired translation; and Mr. Pratt’s attempt, in the discus 
sion, to bring forward a parallel from that book, was a come, 
plete failure, and proved his own ignorance of the rudiments 
of the English Language. As an offset to these and many 
other barbarisms, he produced from scripture, this sentence, 
“ Thou art IT,” &c. The word IT he seemed to think very 
much out of order. What is the matter with it? Nothing 
at all ; and he who supposes there is, thereby manifests his 
own ignorance. And yet, this Mr. Pratt, who thus exposed 
his ignorance of his mother tongue, really talked of my igno- 
rance, and attempted a display of intelligence on general 
and theological subjects. Yes, this very individual, who 
cannot write a sentence of correct English, except by chance, 
and who, in his conversation and public speaking, is contin- 
ually murdering the language, and exhibiting the most un- 
pardonable ignorance for a public teacher, talks of the ig- 
norance of those who can teach him his alphabet on any 
- gubject——except that of religious imposture———and as- 
sumes to instruct all Christendom in Biblical lore! Really, 
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he reminds me of an anecdote of a fellow who set up as & 
reacher, but who was unable to read, When some one ° 

inquired of him how he could manage to preach, without 

being able to read the Bible, he replied :—‘ Mother reads, 
and J spounds and splains.” So with Mr. Pratt: he can’t 


read very well; but he is a wonderful spounder and splain- 
er. Let that, however, pass. 


OTHER VE RBALISMS. 


— Sam, Josh, and Gid.” 10, 390, 411, and 499. There’s 
Yankee for ye. Rather out of place, however, in ancient 
writings ; and not to be offset with “ Dan and Gad” from — 
the Bible, as Mr. Pratt attempted to do, merely because 
those names are words of one syllable. Dan and Gad are 
whole names, and have their distinct significations. Sam, 
Josh, and Gid, are half names, or Jonathanisms. 

“The land of Jerusalem.” 10. ‘There is no such land. 
No part of Palestine bears the name of Jerusalem, except 
the city itself. | 
- “Trreantum, which being interpreted, is, many waters.” 
46. Proof of this, Mr. Nephi Mormon Moroni Rigdon 
Harris Cowdery Smith. Let us have the proof. Irreantum 
signifies a complete ass, nearer than any thing else. 

“The Devil of all devils.” 87. A Rigdonism. | 

** Now these are the words ; and ye may liken them unto 
you, | and unto all men.” 92. “ Ye may liken them unto 

ou.” What does this mean? There is no sense in it. It 
therefore nonsense. But nonsense is not inspiration. 

“Ye wear stiff necks and high heads.” 134. Wear necks 
and heads! A curious kind of stocks and hats, to be sure. 
Genuine Mormon manufacture. 

* Tame Fruit.” Why, of course ; why not tame fruit, as 
well as tame animals. Can’t you put fetters on wild fruit, 
and tame it? 

A seer and a prophet different. 184. Really! well, 
these Mormonites are too learned for dictionaries and other 
books—more particularly for the Bible. 

“ Neas and sheum.” 186. Pray tell me what kinds of 
gtain*'neas and sheum are. Joseph Smith’s translation 

needs another translation, to render it intelligible. 
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“A fifth part of their 2if.” 189. And what kind of 
‘metal is ziff! Come, Joseph, on with thy goggles, and 
translate thy translation, and tell us what 2iff means. 
“The resurrection shall come forth.” 200. 
© They scourged his skin with faggots.” 203. Just look 

into the dictionary, and see what the word faggot means. 
The Nephite coin. The golden—a senine, a seon, & 
_shum, a linnah, an antion, a shublon. silver—a se- 


um, an amnor, an ezrom, an onti, a shiblon, a shiblum,.a 


leah. 267,268. This gibberish, and that of the neas, sheum, 
and ziff, as above, will do very well to be placed alongside 
of the “new tongues” of the Mormonites, the ipanet 
_ Miss Carraboo, and Sheridan’s Greek. 3 

_ “ My brothers and my brethren.” 313. 

“ My heart is brim with joy.” 313. 

“ Rameumpton, the Holy Stand.” 330. A pulpit, then, 
is a Rameumpton. Pray tell us to what language Rameump- 
ton belongs. - It supposeth me,” that it must be a Carra- 
boo term, the same as neas, sheum, and the others. 

a Acknowledge your faults, and retain that wrong which 
ye have done.” 352. What does this mean? “ Retain 
that wrong.” ‘This needs a little Mormon spounding and 

luining. 

“The hand of Providence hath smiled upon you most 
pleasingly.” 134. Who ever before heard of a hand 
smiling? And then it smiled most pleasingly. O! sud- 
leemity. 

“'The enormity of their number.” 392. See likewise 
409. LEnormity signifies great wickedness. Thus: avery 
wicked number. What a blue idea. A wicked NuMBER! 
Mormon ! 

“Tam consigned, that these are my days. " 450. More 

spounding and splaining needed here. 

* Pec When ye shall be removed from overshadowing you,” 
445. Here also. 

“The battle of the battle.” 486, And here. 

“The pestilence of the sword.” 461. And here, 

Great infinite.” 463. 

Devil laugheth,” &c. 498. Quite 

“And Jesus said unto them, pray on. Nevertheless 

they did not cease to pray.” 522. 
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__ And thus did the thirty and eighth year pass away, 
-and also the thirty and ninth, and the forty and first, and 
the forty and second ; yea, even until wes Meg nine years 
had passed away, and also the fifty and first, and the fifty 
‘and second.” 542. So then the fortieth and fiftieth years 
are no years atall! Actually, these “getters up” of Mor- 

‘monism seem not to know how to count. ‘, 

‘There were no robbers, nor murderers, neither were 

“there Lamanites, or any manner of ites.” 543. Written 
and translated by inspiration, no doubt. Jtes. Think of 
that. Jtes. Aye, ites. Only think of it. Jtes. Who 
can any longer doubt that the “ Book of Mormon” is ve 
ancient, and that it was writterl, and has been trans a 

inspiration ? | | 
“Why have ye transfigured the holy word of God?” 
563. Now just look into the dictionary, and see what trans- 
figure means. 

‘To impute such vulgarity, such imbecility, such ridicu- 
Jous nonsense as the foregoing to inspiration, argues a de 
gree of depravity in the impostors who have been the means 
of sending the trash into the world, that is seldom equalled 

‘indeed. it is guite too bad, to represent the Deity as utter- 
ing and inspiring gross barbarisms—language of the most 

‘clownish and vulgar description. But when it comes to 
this, that drivelling, and nonsense such as have just been 

‘considered, are attributed to inspiration, it is religious tri- 
fling no longer : it is absolute blasphemy. 


4 


MODERNISMS. 


A modern work can be made in some measure to resem- 
ble antique style ; but no ancient work can contain modern- 
isms. A work claiming antiquity, and at the same time 
abounding with modes of expression, and with circumstan- 
ces, peculiar to modern times, may without hesitation be 
pronounced a modern, and a very shallow forgery. For in- 
stance : suppose a book should make its appearance pre- 

‘tending to have been written thousands of years ago, which 
should contain a description of steamboats and railroads, 
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and be written in the current style of the present day; 

who would hesitate to pronounce it an impudent, foolish 
. No man of common sense. Now, then, let us 

see how the “ Book of Mormon,” stands this test. : 

“A visio men.” 

“The Five Books of Moses.” 17. 

“The days of your probation.” 26. 

“The driven snow. ” 27. 

“The compass.” 52. 

“The cold and silent grave, from whence no nema 
can return.” 65. 

“ | am desirous for the welfare of your souls.” 79. 

“That ye may praise him through grace divine.” 92. . 

“T glory in my Jesus, for he hath redeemed my soul 
from hell.” 130. Words put into the mouth of “ Nephi,” 
five or six hundred years before Christ. 

“Ina state of never ending happiness,” 170. 

“ Your own nothingness.” 174. 

“ And they would not be baptized, asides would they 
join the church.” 222. A hundred years before the Chrie- 
tian era! | | 

“ Sealping.” 

“ A spark of freedom.” 420. 

“ Rations.” 401. isis 

“« Moderna astronomical ideas.” 465. | 

“ That they might have been clasped in the erme. of Ie 
sus.” 556. 

If the preceding modernisms do not prove the “ Book of 
Mormon” a moderna work, no work can be proved modera 
w its style and circumstances, and neo modern forgery 

aiming to be an ancient work can be detected, en accouns 
of any modernisms which at may contain. he 


IMPROBABILITIES. 


To speak in general terms, the whole concern of Mor- 
monism is improbable. But there are portions of the Book 
that are highly improbable in themselves considered, a few 
of which I will actice. 

What can be more improbable, than that the Jews ever 


had any such prophets as 


“ 
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Ezias? See pages 9, 55, and 454. No such propnets are 
mentioned in the Jewish records. Has money-digger Smith 
a beiter list of the Jewish prophets than the Jews them- 
selves have? | 

What can be more improbable, than that Lehi would 
leave his gold and silver behind, when he set out on his 
emigrating expedition to America; and likewise, that when 
lie some time afier sent back after them, they were perfect- 
ly safe? See pages 9 and 13. 

' ‘What.can be more improbable, than that Laban’s servant 
should mistake Nephi fur his master, merely because he had 
clothed himself in Laban’s garments ; and that the servant 

could not discover a difference in the countenance, the man- 
ner, the voice, or the circumstances in any respect, notwith- 

' standing a long conversation in relation to Laban’s concerns 
and other matters. See page 15. 

Is it probable, that the patriarch Joseph uttered an impor- 
tant prediction in relation to his posterity and Joseph 
Smith jr. and Sidney Rigdon, of which the Jews know 
nothing? See page 71. 

Is it probable, that the Christian church and its ordinan- 
ces were established, that its members were called Chris- 

tians, and that miracles were performed in Christ’s name 
on the American continent, long before Christ came? See 
pages 126, 127, 129, 132, 139, 204, 221, 222, 253, 371 

Is it at all probable that God would adopt a course in rela- 

_ tion to this subject in America, so contrary to that which 
he pursued among the Jews in Palestine ? 

‘  * And he shall be called Jesus Christ, the Son of God— 

and his mother shall be called Mary.” 170,171. Is it 

ble that a prediction in relation to Christ should have 
en made in America, so much plainer than predictions 
made by the Old Testament prophets among the Jews ? 
Is it probable, that the manner of baptizing would be par- 
ticularly specified .in America, viz. that the administrator 
~ and candidate should go down, and stand in the water, and. 
* the latter be buried or immersed in the water; and that this 
* manner would be thus specified, to forestal disputations 

concerning baptism prior to their existence ; when no such 
' particularity was observed by Christ in commissioning his 
' Apostles in Palestine to baptize? See pages 204, 504. 
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Is it probable, that there was a prophet among the Ne- 
phites by the name of Samuel, whom they could not hit 
with stones and arrows; when none of the prophets nor 
Apostles of Palestine, nor even Christ himself, were thus 
screened from the assaults of enemies ? See pages 474, 475. 

Is it probable, that when Christ was born, the inhabitants 
of America were notified of it by a supernatural light, inso- 
much that it was as light as noon-day during a whole night ; 
and that, at the time of his death, they were notified of that 
event by such a tempest as never had before been known ; 
that “ many great and notable cities were sunk, and many 
were burned, and many were shaken till the buildings there- 
of had fallen to the earth; that some individuals were car- 
ried away in the whirlwind, and whither they went no man 
knoweth, save they know that they were carried away,” 
that “there was thick darkness upon all the face of the 
land, insomuch that the inhabitants thereof who had not fal- 
Jen could feel the vapour of darkness, and there could be 
no light because of the darkness, neither candles, neither 
torches, neither could there be fire kindled with their fine 
and exceeding dry wood, so that there could not be any 
light at all ;* and there was not any light seen, neither fire, 
nor glimmer, neither the sun, nor the moon, nor the stars, 
for so great were the mists of darkness which were upon 
the face the land. And it came to pass that it did last for 
the space of three days, that there was no light seen.” See 
pages 478, 496, 497. I ask if it is at all probable, that 
events occurred in America at the birth and death of Christ, 
‘so much more wonderful than those in the very country 
where he was born, and where he died ? 

Is it probable, that as long ago as the time of Christ, and 
even before, there was in America a Republic much like 
our own? See 371, 373, 419, 420. ‘ 

Is it probable, that God made such a revelation in Amer- 
ica as the following, while he said nothing on the subject 
among Christians in the East :—* Behold | say unto you, 

that he that supposeth that little children veed baptism, is 


= 
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* What a lying ignoramus! In such a state of the atmosphere as 
where lights che fire wouldn’t burn, men couldn’t breathe. S 
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in the gall of bitterness, and in the bonds of iniquity ; for 
he hath neither faith, nor hope, nor charity ; wherefore, 
should he be cut off while in the thought, he must go down 
to hell.—Wo unto such, for they are in danger of death, 
hell, and an endless torment. I speak it boldly; God hath 
commanded me.” Epistle of “ Mormon” to his son “ Mo- 
roni,” about “ four hundred years after Christ,” pages 613, 
614. When I brought the foregoing passage of the “ Book 
of Mormon” into view, at the time of my discussion with 
Mr. Pratt, he seemed not a little fearful that it would excite 
the indignation of the Pedobaptists who were present against 
Mormonism. So he undertook to soften it down by saying, 
that it was meant for those only who had great light on the 
subject, like the churches of that country in those days! 


| _ duist as if those who have the New ‘Testament, containing 


the life and doctrines of Christ, and the writings of the 

Apostles, have not as much light on Christian duties, as 

jresier Smith can give through his pretended “ Book of 
ormon.” 

Thus we perceive, that if we regard merely the improb- 
abilities contained in the Book, of which the furegoing sam- 
ples are but a few, it is totally unworthy of belief. It has — 
the air of falsehood throughout. It has no uppearance of 
truth. It seems just as a furgery would seem, and has not 
one redeeming: trait in this respect to counterbalance. If 
auch a work is not a forgery, then the landmarks of evi- 
dence fail, and we have no means of this nature for detect- 


ing forgery, and discriminating between falsehood and truth. 


ABSURDITIES. 


Nephi creeps into Jerusalem by night. 14. How did he 
get through the city gate? | 

“] beheld wars, and sumors of wars.” (29. Beheld 
rumors ! 

When the company of emigrants from Sana head- 
ed by Lehi, arrived in America, it is stated that they found 
the forests stoeked with beasts of every kind, among cer 
was the ox! 53. Think of that:—a natural, forest ox 

“‘ Now it came to pass, that Alma took Helam, he bein 
one of the first, and went and stood forth in the water, 
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-eried, saying,” &c. “And after Alma had said these 
words, both Alma and Helam were buried in the water; 
» and they arose,” &c. “ And again, Alma took another, 
and went forth a second time into the water, and baptized 
him according to the first, only he did not bury himself 
in the water.” 204, 205. A new way of baptizing indeed, — 
for the administrator to bury himself with the candidate. 
The “ Book of Mormon” represents the Christian church, 
with all its ordinances, baptism, the Lord’s supper, the im- 
position of hands, and so on, as having been established in 
America long before the coming of Christ! It likewise 
represents the law of Moses to have been obligatory at the 
same time ! 312, 370, and various other places. 
‘* And the angel spake more things unto me, which were 
heard by my brethren, but J did not hear them.” 343. 
The “ Book of Mormon” states, that Christ appeared to 
the inhabitants of this continent after hia resurrection, and 
not only exhibited his pierced side, as he did to Thomas, 
but that the multitude actually thrust their hands into it.” 
503. * * * * * * * #* ‘This beats Gulliver, and 
every body else. — | 
“ And behold he” (Jesus) “prayed unto the Father, and 
the things which he prayed cannot be written, and the mul- 
titude did bear record who heard him.” 516. Why cannot . 
the things which he prayed, and which the motlkiteds heard, 
be written ? 
The “ Book of Mormon” represents: Christ as having 
chosen twelve American Apostles. 520. For what pur- 
e, pray. The twelve Apostles in Palestine were to 
judge the twelve tribes of Israel, &c. Why then choose 
twelve American Apostles ? 
The “Book of Mormon” says, that a company emi- 
— to America soon after the confusion of tongues at 
abel ; and that they took with them not only the fowls of 
the air, and various kinds of creatures, male and female, 
but even “ the fish of the waters.” 570. How provident! | 
to carry fishes across the ocean! Think they took along © 
with them any botiles of air? 
The leader of this company of emigrants, was, it seems, 
one Jared. This Jared had a brother who could work 
miracles “ just as easy as nothing.” Don’t you think, “ he 
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said unto the mountain Zerin, ‘ Remove!’ and it was re- 
moved.” I pectare! I never heard anything like it, ex- 
cept the Hindoo miracle of Vishnoo, who, it is said, drank 
a seadry. What objects were accomplished by these mir- 
acles, does not appear. Perhaps Vishnow wrought his to 
slake his thirst ; and Jared’s brother his, because he “ took 
a notion | 

“ The brother of Jared went forth unto the mount—and 
did moulten out of a rock sixteen smali stones.” 573. ‘To 
say nothing of the barbarism, “ did moulten,” just consider 
the idea. What does the term moulten (properly spelt 
molten,) mean? Why, melt. So Jared’s brother, accord- 
ing to this passage, melted sixteen stones out of a rock! 

But the “ beat all” remains to be told. It seems there 
was, on this continent, long prior to the Christian era, so 
immense a population, that a single monarch by the name 
of “ Coriantumr,” after having lost in one war “two mil- 
lions of mighty men, and also their wives and children,” 
making in all something like eight or ten millions, succeed- 


ed iu collecting another army, composed of men, women, 


, and children, all “armed with weapons of war, having 


shields, and breastplates, and headplates.” ‘This army met 
another of the same description, under “ Shiz.” Well, at 


it they went; and after fighting days and days, they com- 


pletely annihilated each other. Not a soul was left on 
either side. ‘“ Coriantumr” and “ Shiz” were the last, and 
they killed each other. ‘There is no parallel for this in all 
history, excepting the batile of the Kilkenny cats, which 
was terminated by their eating one anvther entirely up, in- 


somuch that not a single tip of a tail of any of them re- 


mained. 
_ To put forth such absurdity as the foregoing, even in a 
novel, would ruin the work, because it is untrue to nature, _ 
and befits only those monstrous productions called “ Stories — 
for Children,” such as Fairy ‘Sales, Little Red Riding 
Hood, and the like’ But that it should be presented to the 
world as a matter of faith, and that any could be found 
who would actually believe it, is more wonderlul than 
would be the occurrence of the events themselves. If. 
absurdities like these can be believed, what is there too ab- 
surd for belief; and why not believe every extravagant tale 
that any impostor may choose to utter ? 
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CONTRADICTION OF SCRIPTURE. 


- I now approach a more important point in the investi- 
tion, and shall proceed to show, that Mormonism contra- 
icts scripture, and moreover, that it strikes a blow at its 
very foundation. While 1 was engaged in the discus- 
sion with Mr. Pratt, he several times complained that f 
brought up objections against the style and verbal inaccu- | 
racies of the “‘ Book of Mormon,” instead of showing that 
it contained anything contrary to scripture. AndI find the 
same idea reiterated in the Beacon, an infidel paper in this 
city, by a correspondent signed * E.” Now the assertion 
is utterly untrue. I did indeed notice many batbarisms, 
modernisms, absurdities, and nonsensical passages in that 
book, showing that the writer had neither inspiration nor 
common seuse ; but | likewise noticed more serious objec- 
tions, such as contradictions of scripture, contradictions of 
fact, self-contradictions, and so op, some of which I am 
now about to notice again in this pamphlet. 
Refore I proceed to give specimens of contradictions of 
scripture, as contained in the “ Book of Mormon,” it is 
per to state, that it is a standing rule with the Mormon- 
ites, that the Bible is nota safe guide as it now ezists. Ez- 
ra Booth, a Methodist clergyman, wi was an early con- 
vert to Mormonism, but who renounced it on discovering 
its nature and design, savs, in one of a series of letters ad- 
dressed to a presiding Elder, dated Nelson, Portage Co., 
Sept. 1831, that the Mormon “revelations entirely super- 
sede the Bible; and in fact, the Bible is declared too de- 
fective to be trusted in its present form, and it is designed 
_ that it shall undergo a thorough alteration, or, as they say, 
translation. ‘This work is now in operation.—It was in- 
tended to have kept it a profound secret, and strict com- 
mandments were given for that purpose.” The reader will 
t an idea of the character of this altered Bible, from what 
r. Booth states in another of his letters. Speaking of 
Joseph Smith Jr. he says :—“In translating, the subject 
stands before his eyes in print, but it matters not whether 
his eyes are open or shut ; he can see as well the one way 
as the other.” So it appears, that this Mormon alteration 
of the Bible is not made by means of a critical examina- 
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tion of the original, according to the established rules of 
lan ; but by Smith’s inspiration. No regard is paid 
to original ; Smith tells, not what it is, but what it oughé 
to be. The Mormon edition of the Bible, therefore, is not 
a new translation, but a new revelation—another gospel. 
Hence, as might be expected, Mormonism abounds with 
contradictions of scripture, and is in one sense a system of 
infidelity. It is a very common thing to hear its preachers, 
who know nothing of Hebrew or Greek, and very little of 
English, pronouncing such and such a passage erroneous, 
and telling how it should be. I find in Pratt’s “ Voice of 
Warning,” page 152, an instance of this alteration or con- 
tradiction of scripture, as follows :—‘ It repented Noah 
that God had made man, and it grieved him at his heart.” 
This is the manner in which these Mormonites treat scrip- 


ture ; and what do infidels more? Let us now consider a 


few instances of the contradiction of scripture by the book 
itself. 

“If Adam had not transgressed, they (Adam and Eve) 
would have had no children.” 69. Now the Bible says, 
Gen. i. 27, 28, “God created man in his own image ; in 
the image of God created he him; male and female created 
he them.” Why male and female? What says common 
sense? Aye, and whatsays scripture too. Look. ‘“ And 
God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, 
and multiply, and replenish the earth.” All this before 
man fell. And yet, “they would have had no children, 
had they not fallen,” saith the “ Book of Mormon.” “ They 
had no blood in them, and couldn’t have children before the 
fall,” saith Mr. Philosopher Pratt. How sage! Friend 
Pratt should write a work on natural and immortal history. 
But now again, “ They would have had no joy, for they knew 
no misery ; doing no good, for they knew no sin.” 70, 
Mighty logician! Does the Deity, does Gabriel, suffer 
and sin? And yet, do they have no joy. and do no good? 
Once more. “If our first parents could have partaken of 
the tree of life, they would have been for ever miserable.” 
273. What a wonderful punishment, then, must it have 
been, to expel them from the garden, and prevent their par- 


taking of the tree of life. O mighty, mighty logician ! 


“ Thou hast multiplied the nation, and increased the joy.” , 
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“Book of Mormon,” page 101. “Thou hast multiplied 
the nation, and not increased the joy.” Isa. ix. 3. Mr. 
Pratt acknowledged the contradiction in this instance, but 
strenuously contended that the “ Book of Mormon” was 


t. 

The “ Book of Mormon” makes Christ both the Fatherand 
the Son, thereby destroying the distinction made in Scrip- 
ture, and admitted both by Unitarians and Trinitarians ; 
thus inculcating anew the long exploded doctrine of Sabel- 
lianism. See pages 198, 574. | 
_ Priests are to depend on their own labor for their sup- 
= “* Book of Mormon,” pages 205, 225. Under the 

ewish dispensation, they were to be supported, Numb. 
xviii. 21, 28, 29, 30, 31; Deut. xii. 18, 19; xvi. 27, 28, 
29. Under the Christian dispensation, Paul says, “ Even 
so hath the Lord ordained, that they which preach the gos- 
pel should live of the gospel.” 1 Cor. ix. 14. And come - 
mon sense itself says, that if a man devotes his whole time 
and energies to any calling whatever, he should receive a 
fair support from those whom he serves. Well, then, as 
Mormonism says that priests shall depend on their own 
labor, it belongs neither to the law nor the gospel dispen- 
sation, nor yet to the dispensation of common sense ; and 
it must therefore be considered a dispensation by itself, 
namely, lawless, Christless, senseless Mormonism. Mr. 
Pratt’s pretence, that this direction for priests to labor was 
intended only for the times when the church was poor, is 
unsustained by the circumstances in connexion with the 
direction, in one of the instances at least, and is at war 
with another position of his, that if it were to be reduced 
- to practice, the priests even now, when churches are able 
to maintain them. “ would have to strip off their gloves, 
and go to work.” Moreover, Paul gave Ais direction in 
the case when the churches were poor. - But notwithstand- 
ing the command in the “ Book of Mormon,” it would seem 
that the Mormon wire-workers pay no regard to it. Mr, 
Booth says, “‘ Smith has commanded himself not to labor, 
and, by his mandate, has enjoined it upon the church to — 
support him; and the Bishop, when we were in Missouri, 
intimated that he and others were too much inclined to in- — 
dolence. He replied: ‘I am commanded not to labor.” 
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' @ And behold he” (Christ) “‘ shall be born of Mary at Je- 
: susalem.” ‘ Book of Mormon,” 225. ‘“ Now when Jesus 
i¢. was born in Bethlehem of Judea, in the days of Herod the 
king,” &c. Matt. ii. 1. Bethlehem is six miles from Je- 
rusalem. The expression, at Jerusalem, means in it, not 
fear it. Here then is a flat contradiction of scripture. 
|. “ Behold the scripture saith, the Lord took Moses unto 
himself.” 369. Behold the scripture saith no such thing. 
_ “ That it should be shown unto the people a great man 
thousand years before his” (Christ’s) “ coming.” 454. Ad- 
am himself was created only four thuusand years before 
the advent of the Messiah. So, Mr. Nephi Smith, there 
were no people on the earth “a great many thousand years 
before Christ’s coming.” 
_ “ Will ye say that the sons of Zedekiah were not slain, 
all except it were Mulek.” 454. “ And they slew the sons 
of Zedekiah before his eyes.” 2 Kings, xxv.7. Thus 
the Bible makes no exception, and therefore holds out the 
idea that they were all slain. | | 
. “The Lord had compassion upon Jared; therefore he 
did not confound the language of Jared ; and Jared and his 
brother were not confounded.—And the Lord had compas- 
sion upon their friends, and their families also, that they 
were not confounded.” 569. “The Lord did there con- 
found the language of all the earth.” Gen.xi.9. What 
can be a plainer contradiction of scripture than this? — 
_ There are many other contradictions and alterations of 
scripture, but I have not space to notice more. Let those 
who, in view of these contradictions, still adhere to Mor- 
mouism, relinquish at once their pretensions to Christianity, 
and a belief in Scripture, and avow themselves Mormon in- 


fidels. 
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CONTRADICTION OF FACT. 


. America is called, in this Mormon Book, an isle of the 
ea. Puge 91. This yoes to destroy all distinction between 
ands and continents, and to confound terms, and render 
them unmeaning. America is not an isle of the sea; and 
this statement in the “ Bouk of Mormon” is therefore untrue. 
A hundred years is called in that Book a generation. 
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543. But a hundred years is not a generation; and the 
Book itself shows this, in another part of it. , 
It is stated, that three of Christ’s American Apostles, and 
likewise the Apostle John, are yet alive on the earth—and 
that they go round about among the.nations. 537, 545, 
Now, how do we know that the whole human race, from 
Adam till now, are not alive, and among us? By our senses, 
to be sure. They are not to be seen. In the same way 
we know, that John and Smith’s immortal three are not 
among the nations, and that the writer of the “ Book of 
Mormon” is a most abominable liar, and the believers ia it 
very great dupes. | 
_ “ And the Lord said unto the brother of Jared, what will 
ye that I should do, that ye may have light in your vessels ? 

r behold ye cannot have windows, for they will be dashed 
jn pieces.” 572. Here we have the idea of glass windows 
held out to us, immediately after the confusion of tongues 
at Babel, ages before glass was invented. bis 

‘“« And now behold, we have written this record according 
to our knowledge, in the characters which are called amon 
us the Reformed Egyptian, being handed down, and altered 
by us, according to our manner of speech.” 567. We will — 
now just examine this humbug of Reformed Egyptian. 

The Mormonites have frequently declared, that the en- 
gravings on the plates, copied specimens of which had been 
shown to some of our learned men, have been by them pro-r 
nounced to be “ Reformed Egyptian hieroglyphics,” or “an- 
cient short-hand Egyptian.” Among others, Professor An- 
thon of this city has been mentioned, as having given such 
an opinion. Now, the following are some of the facts with 
regard to Professor Anthon. | 

Martin Harris, one uf the three witnesses to the divine 
character of the “ Book of Mormon,” called on Professor 
_Anthon, about the period of the publication of that book, 
and presented for his inspection a paper purporting to con- 
tain a copy of some of the characters on the “ plates.” 
“This paper,” says Professor Anthon, “ was in fact a sin- 
gular scrawl. It consisted of all kinds of crooked charac- 
ters disposed in columns, and had evidently been prepared 
by some person who had before, him at the time, a book 
containing various alphabets. Greek and Hebrew letters, 
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- erosses and flourishes, Roman letters inverted, or placed 
_ sideways, were arranged in perpendicular columns, and the 
whole ended in a rude delineation of a circle divided into 
‘various compartments, decked with various strange marks, 
and evidently copied after the Mexican Calender given by 
Humboldt, but copied in such a way as not to betray the 
source whence it was derived. 1 am thus particular as to 


+ the-contents of the paper, inasmuch as I have frequently 


conversed with my friends on the subject since the Murmon 
excitement began, and well remember that the paper con- 
tained any thing else but ‘ Egyptian Hieroglyphics.’ ” 
_ This settles the question of the “ Reformed Egyptian” 
characters, and the “ Golden plates,” in the mind of all 
who will regard evidence. ‘Those who will not, must keep 
on making fools of themselves, for aught I see ; for when 
men shut their eyes to the light, their casc is hopeless 
indeed. | 
“The “ Book of Mormon” mentions various kinds of 
spiritual gifts and miracles, such as, the “‘ word of wisdom, 
_ the word of knowledge, exceeding great faith, the gifts of 
healing, mighty miracles, prophesying concerning all 
things, the beholding of angels and ministering spirits, all 
kinds of tongues, the interpretation of languages and of di- 
- verse kinds of tongues ;” and it says, that these gifts will 
never be done away, even as long as the world shall stand, 
- (which is more than the scriptures say,) only according to 
the unbelief of the children of men; that without faith of 
‘ this miraculous nature, (for of this faith it speaks in this 
_ connexion,) men cannot be saved in the kingdom of God ; 
and that if there be one good man, he shall work by the 
wer and gifts of God. 618,619. At this rate, it would 
te a difficult matter to find a Christian, a good man, an in- 
dividual who is in the way to heaven, in any religious de- 
nomination whatever. Where is a performer of mir- 
acles among them? Nay, where have been the miracle- 
workers in any period since the Apostolic age? And have 
' there been no Christians, no good men, from that time till 
now. Have all mankind boen damned during the last sev- 
enteen hundred years. Has the church of Christ been so 
long extinct, and his prediction, that the gates of hell should 
not prevail against it, thus miserably failed? But now 
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these Mormonites—do they themselves perform miracles? 
If they do not, nay, if they do not perform all the miracles 
enumerated above, even they, according to their own book, 
are not believers, are not good, and will not be saved. But 
they say they do perform them. We say they do nat, 
Now, if they can work miracles, it is in their power to 
prove the truth of what they assert, and their obligations 
to society require them so to dv. Christ and his apostles, 
according to scripture, (which Mormonites profess w re- 
ceive,) wrought real miracles, of a nature that admitted of 
no possibility of deception, such as making the maimed 
whole, giving sight to the blind, and raising the dead; and 
this too in the presence of multitudes, and before enemies. 
Let Mormonites give such evidence of their miracles, or 
make up their minds to be viewed and treated by an insult- 
ed community as a.gang of lying impostors. But they can 
do nothing of the kind. There is evidence in abundance 
of their false predictions, and of their failure in attempting 
to work miracles, as will presently be seen. Thus we are 
enabled to prove the negative in their case—enabled to 
prove them false prophets and deceivers—and their book, a 
shabby forgery, contradicted by plain matter of fact. And 
those who will still believe it under such circumstances, 
ay either have lost their wits, or never have had any to 
ose. | | 

In reply to our call for Mormon miracles, the Mormonites 
tell us that ¢heir Book contains an account of miracles, just 
as the Bible does, and that they therefore give as much evi- 
dence of the divine authority of the former, as we do of the 
latter. Supposing this to be the case, still would they theme 
selves be under obligation to perform miracles, seeing this 
same Book of theirs, not only says that miracles were per- 
formed in past ages, but that they shall continue to be per- 
formed by helievers to the end of time, which latter asser- 
tion, the Bible does not make; and hence the two Books, 


together with their adherents, are, in this respect, on very 


different grounds. Nor is this all. There is no evidence 
of the existence of the “ Book of Mormon” prior to 1830, 
except the word of Joseph Smith jr. who presented it to 


the world, and three other witnesses ; and consequently, 


there is no evidence of the miracles that Bouk states to have 
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been performed, excepting the testimony of four men who 
lived fourteen hundred years afterwards! Not so with the 
Bible. That is known to have existed ages and ages ago. 
And there is a very wide difference between presenting a 
book to the world ages after any are alive to confront its 
statements ; and presenting one at or near the period to 
which it refers. 

These four witnesses, then, occupy the place of the 
founders of a new religion. ‘They present to the world, 
for the first time, what claims to be anew revelation, which 
any four impostors can do. Under these circumstances, it 
is necessary for them to furnish some evidence which 
impostors cannot. And what evidence can they fur- 
nish, under the circumstances of the case, except mira- 
cles? None whatever. Failing, therefore, to exhibit to us 
their miracles—such miracles too as the Bible mentions, 
that admitted of no deception, and that were performed, not 
in confirmation of absurdity, nonsense, and falsehood, but- 
of good sense and truth :—fuiling, 1 say to exhibit to us 
such miracles, under such circumstances, they do not give 
the evidence which those who promulgate a new revelation 
are bound to give, but merely the evidence that impostors 
furnish ; and hence there is the same proof of their impos- 
ture which there is of any imposture, viz. a failure to prove 
their pretensions by the requisite evidence. Unless, there- 
fore, the Mormonites perform miracles as above specified, 
their non-performance proves them impostors, 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


It is stated in the “ Book of Mormon,” that the Nephites 
in America kept the law of Moses in all things. Page 77. 
It likewise speaks further of their keeping the law, Pages 
113, 138, 165, 312. Now the priesthood was confined, by 
the law of Moses, to the tribe of Levi, and not even Christ 
himself, who was of the tribe of Judah, could be a priest 
under that law. Uzziah, king of Judah, was smitten with 
leprosy for undertaking to act the priest; and death was the 
penalty for intermeddling with the duties of the priesthood, 
on the part of those who were not legally designated. Sac- 


| 
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‘rifices and oblations were to be made only in Jerusalem, after 
the establishment of the ‘Temple worship there; and in that 
lace alone were the Feast of the Passover, the Feast of 

eeks, and the Feast of ‘Tabernacles to be celebrated ; to 

_ observe which, all the Jewish males were to go up to Jeru- 
salem thrice a year, once to each Feast. The anointing 
_ oil for the priests, &c., together with a certain kind of per- 

_ fume, was to be compounded in a specified manner, and it 
was made unlawful to make any other like it. None buta 
lawful priest was to offer sacrifice, and none but a particular 
kind of fire was to be used. And no addition or diminution 
was to be made to or from the law.—See Numb. iii. 10; 
xvill. 2, 3, 6, 7, 22; Heb. vii. 14; 2 Chron. xxvi. 16, 17; 
Deut. xii. 5, 6, 7, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 26, 27; xiv. 24, 25; 
26; xvi. 5, 6,10, 11, 13, 14, 15,16; Ex. xxx. 22—33, 
34—38. Lev. vi. 13; x. 1; Numb. iii.4; xxvi. 61; Deut. 
' vi. 2; xii. 32. Thus we perceive, that it was impossible 
, that they could have observed the law of Moses in America 
. They could have made no lawful sacrifices and oblations. 
They had no lawful fire for sacrifice, nor lawful anvint- 
ing oil, nor lawful perfume. In the next place, the priest- 
hood and the religious services which the ‘“‘ Book of Mor- 


mon” represents as having been established, not being Le- 


- vitical, but of the tribe of Joseph, was a direct violation of 
the law. Moreover, the coexisting establishment of the 
Christian church and ordinances described in that book, 
being an addition, was also a violation of the law ! 

In the book under consideration, there are numerous pla- 
giarisms from the Old and New Testaments, and from va- 
rious other sources, put forth as the words of the prophets 
end prominent characters of ancient America. In some 
instances, the writers of scripture are quoted and credited 
_ before they were born! Thus “ Nephi” five or six hundred 
 acey before Christ, quotes the words of Malachi, who lived 

ut four hundred, (B C,) as follows :—* For behold, says the 
prophet, the day soon cometh, that all the proud, and rn 
who do wickedly, shall be as stubble ; and the day 
that they must be burned. 62. | 

“Now there was no law against a man’s religious belief ; 
for it was strictly contrary to the commands of God, that 
there should be a law which should bring men on to unequal 
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rounds,” 323. Fine representation, most assuredly! The 
aw of Moses, like the law of Draco, was written in letters 
of blood ; and this for the very good reason, that God him- 
self, not Moses, was the actual legislator. ‘Talk of religious 
liberty in such a case! Ridiculous! transcendently ineffa- 
bly ridiculous! As if a man were at liberty to hold an argu- 
ment with the Almighty, on the propriety or impropriety of 
Divine revelations, and to believe and regard his law, or 
not, as he might see fit! No! there was no liberty under — 
the Mosaic law, to deviate from it one iota. It was death! 
death! death !—death for idolatry, death for sabbath-break- 
ing, death for false prophesying, (or Mormonizing,) death 
for numerous exercises of “ religious belief.” So much for 
the idea of religious liberty under the Jewish Theocracy ! 

It is particularly worthy of notice, that when scripture is 
quoted in the book, it ig given in the language of our present 
translation. Asif the Holy Spirit would inspire Joseph 
Smith jr. to give the same translation verbatim, as that given 
by the uninspired men who translated the Bible in the time 
of King James! Another notable circumstance is, that when 
any additional language is put by the writer of the book into 
the mouth of the prophet, or Apostle, or scripture-writer, or 
character whom he quotes, there is at once a most misera- 
ble falling off in the style, and we are furnished with the 
swish-swash of Smith, or the forger of the Book, whvuever he 
may be, couched in his beautiful “of which hath been spok- 
en” idiom. Blind indeed is he who cannot perceive the 
forgery in these instances. 

‘The “ Book of Mormon” professes to have been written by 
various individuals, at different periods, from the time of the 
Confusion of Tongues, till 420 years after Christ. It is 
divided into about a dozen different books under different 
mames. But the same style characterizes the work through- 
Out, demonstrating it to be a bungling forgery. 

“The Lamanites, because of their faith in me,” (Christ) 
“at the time of their conversion, were baptized with fire 
and with the Holy Ghost; and they knew it not.” 500. 

“And it shall come to pass, that whoso repenteth, and 
is baptized in my” (Christ’s) “name, shall be filled.” 536. 
Shall be filled with what? with nothing, so far as appear 


by the passage. 


It is laid down as a fixed principle i in the book, that un- 
less miracles are wrought in every age, God is chengeshle 
565, 566. Wonderful! Miracles must be mrp 
whether there is occasion for them or not! not that 
splendid! But what miracles have been all along perform- 
ed during the last sixteen or seventeen hundred years ? 

“ Wherefore, dispute not because ye see not, for ye re- 
ceive no witness until after the trial of your faith.” 593. 
Thus are ‘we required to believe Mormonism without evi- 
dence. Why then not believe anything else without evi- 

dence? Christ made no such requisition as this. He ap- 
 pealed to his miracles, and the excellency of his renamed 

of Ais divine mission. 

Bs fT is worthy of observation, that there are no Indian tra- 
ditions of the Judaism and Christianity, and the astonish- 
ing and miraculous events, described in the Book of Mor- 
mon ; although the Indians—pardon me, the “ Lamanites” 
—have traditions of the Deluge, and of many other re- 
_ markable events. Think of this, ye “ Latter Day Saints.” 
The ‘“ Book of Mormon” is another Gospel. Jesus 
Christ declared, that he that believes his gospel, and is 
baptized, shall be saved. The “ Book of Mormon” con- 
tains various statements and considerations unknown to the 
gospel, and requires our belief of these also, threatening 
us with damnation in case of our unbelief ; thus requiring 
what the gospel does not, as a condition of salvation. It 
is therefore another gospel; and consequently a preacher 
of it, though he be an angel from heaven, is, according to 
Paul, tu be holden accursed. Letthe dupes of Mormonism, 
then, beware, at the peril of their souls’ salvation, how 
7 they continue to adhere to this “ damnable heresy.” : 

I will close under this head, by giving a brief account of 
the “ barges’ built by Jared’s brother and comféffions, at 
the time of their emigration from Babel to America. 

“ And the Lord said, go to work and build, after the 
manner of the barges which ye have hitherto built. And it 
came to pass that the brother of Jared did go to work, and 
also his brethren, and built barges after the manner which 
they had built, according to the instructions of the Lord, 
And they were small, and they were light upon the water, 
even like unto the lightness of a fowl upon the water; and 
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they were built after a manner that they were exceeding 
tight, even that they would hold water like unto a dish; 
and the bottom thereof was tight like unto a dish; and the 
sides thereof were tight like unto a dish; and the ends 
thereof were peaked ; and the top thereof was tight like 
unto a dish; and the length thereof was the length of a 
tree ; and the door thereof, when it was shut, was tight like 
unto a dish. And it came to pass that the brother of Jared 
cried unto the Lord, saying, O Lord I have performed the 
work which thou hast commanded me, and I have made 
the barges according as thou hast directed me. And be- 
hold, O Lord, in them there is no light, whither shall we 
steer. And also we shall perish, for in them we cannot 
breathe, save it is the air which is in them; therefore we 
shall perish. And the Lord said unto the brother of Jared, 
behold, thou shalt make a hole in the top thereof, and also’ 
in the bottom thereof; and when thou shalt suffer for air, 
thou shalt unstop the hole thereof, and receive air. And if 
it so be that the water come in upon thee, behold, ye shall 
stop the hole thereof, that ye may not perish in the flood.” 
After following this sage direction, and giving the second 
finishing touch to the barges, according to the “ Lord’s” 
command, the brother of Jared found that they still needed 
another finishing ; for, “ behold,” said he, “ there is no light 
in them.” This was a sad oversight, to be sure; so the 
“‘ Lord asked the brother of Jared what he should do that 
they might have light ;” “for behold,” says the “ Lord,” 
“ye shall be as a whale in the midst of the sea; for the 
mountain waves shall dash upon you.” In fact, these 
barges, from the description of them given above, would 
look very much like a whale, or, at least like a sea-sarpint. 
But not to be tedions, the brother of Jared finally went, 
withoutemy direction from the “ Lord,” unto mount She- 
lem, “‘ and did moulten out of a rock sixteen small stones.” 
He then cried unto the Lord; whereupon “the Lord 
touched the stones with his finger,” and caused them to 
shine. And Jared’s brother “ saw the finger of the “ Lord,” 
and it was the finger of a man, like unto flesh and blood.” 
At length the brother of Jared descended from the mount, 
and put the stones into the vessel; “and they did give 
light unto the vessels thereof.” And then they set out a- 
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swimming these “ vessels thereof” across the ocean, 
America ; and they.were like “a whale in the sea”—or 


any rate like a sea-sarpint, “of which hath been v— 
See pages S71 i, 572, 573, ove. 


FALLIBILITY ACKNOWLEDGED. 


The ‘t Book of Mormon,” as has been seen, pretends to 
have been written and translated by inspiration. ‘There is 
therefore no excuse fur any error or mistake in the work; 
much less ought we to expect acknowledgments of fallibil sae 
by the work itself. But so it is, that thie “in “ inspired 
not only abounds with gross errors of various my ror but 
it acknowledges that it has faults. Hear its.own words. 

_“ And now if there are faults, they are the mistakes of 
men.” ‘Title-page 

« Behold I mistake.” Amulek, a preacher and prophet, 
while uttering a prediction, page 264. : 

“ Whoso receiveth this record, and shall not condemn it, ) 
because of the imperfections which are in it, the same 
shall know-.of greater things than these.” Words of “ 3 
roni,” the son of “ Mormon,” who “ buried the spent: 
the “ Book of Mormon.” Page 561. 

“If there be faults, they be the faults of men; but in 
hold we know no fault. Nevertheless, God knoweth all 
things ; therefore, he that condemneth, let him be aware, 
lest he shall be i in danger of hell-fire.” Words of “ Moros 
ni,” page 562. 

“ Condemn me not because of mine imperfection, nei- 
ther my father because of his imperfection, neither them 
who have written before him ; but rather give thanks unto 
God, that he hath made manifest unto you our imperfece 
tions, that - may learn to be more wise than we have 
been.” rds of “ Moroni,” 567. 

We have indeed, as “ Moroni” says, great cause of 
thankfulness, that the faults and imperfections of the wri-+ 
tings in the “ Book of Mormon” are manifest to us. But 
this being the case, the threat of “hell-fire” for unbelief 
in the book, comes with a very bad grace from the said 

Mr. “ Moroni,” and will frighten none but simpletons. if 
there are faults in the book, how do we know what part to 
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believe, and ‘what to disbelieve, seeing no distinction is 
made between those faults, and other portions of the 
book, and we have no ancient versions to compare. 
I have now completed my review of the “ Book of M 
mon.” Many things I have omitted to notice for want of 


room. But enough has been brought into view to show, 


that it is perhaps the most gross, the most ridiculous, the 


most imbecile, the most contemptible concern, that was 
ever attempted to be palmed off upon society as a revela- 
tion. To name it the same day with the Koran of Mo- 
hammed, would be ari outrageous libel on that book. It 
has no merit even as a forgery. I have sometimes been 
inclined to believe, that it was not the object. of the writer 
to produce an ingenious forgery ; but that, for the sake of 

ing an experiment on the human mind, he took pains to 
make his book as bad as he thought would by any means 
answer, to see how great fools he could make of some, by 
getting them to gulp it down in this condition. . Surely, 

ere are errors of which the writer must have been aware, 
if he possessed common sense. My conclusion therefore 
is, that he was either a quiz, or a blockhead ; for no inge- 
nious impostor would ever have written such a work, in- 
tending it for general belief. As to the poor, deluded crea- 
tures who believe in its divine original, with all its numer- 
ous barbarisms, inconsistencies, modernisms, improbabili- 
ties, absurdities, contradictions of scripture, contradictions 
of fact, and CONFESSIONS OF ERROR, they are ob- 
jects of pity, and are not to be confounded with the knaves 
who dupe them. It is most fervently to be hoped, that 
when they duly consider these circumstances, some of them 
at least will wake from their delusive dreams, and return to 
reason and truth, as many have already done. 

There are certain predictions in the Bible which the 
Mormon preachers claim, as proving their Book to be di- 
vine. Those predictions have about as much reference to 
the “ Book of Mormon,” as Jack’s pack of cards had to an 
almanac, a prayer-book, and a Bible. Even on the sup- 
meer that scripture prophecy shows, that a Book is to be 


ound, in the manner in which the “ Book of Mormon” is 


re to have been found, the latter cannot be the 
. A work filled with nonsense, absurdity, and false- 
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hood, like the one under. consideration, cannot be divine } 
and though miracles were net only pretended, but 
wrought; though “ false Christs and fale prophets should 
show great signs and wonders” in confirmation of jt; still 


it, would remain unproved ; for nothing can. make falsehood 
truth; .and the miracles, if any there were, (though there! 


is no dang er of the occurrence of any Mérmen ones,) would! 


be stributable to diabolical influence, wrought, as in such! 
an event they would be, in confirmation of imposture: ob 
say then, that:if the Mormonites could werk..miracles. in’ 

of their book, they would prove it to. be, not areved 


from. God, but of slim Deshi. As 


now, however, ‘with. nothing bus. thirac!es to! 
‘knaves. There is not a single of gemnneness: 
and authenticity which it has ; not ore: of.imposture whith 
it has not: an the principle that would lead to the adap~. 
tion of this book, would here, any 


‘CHARACTER OF THE WITNESSES. 


I; tein this pamphlet clone, iti for 


me to examine the credibilit a board witnesses who. testify. 
to the truth of the. * Book. of But f shail be comm! 
pelled to observe great brevity, sptee-in 

Three witnesses, namely, Oliver Cewdery, David Whit. 
mer, and Martin Harris, state that they-have aeemthe platee+ 
of the Book “of which hath been 
declared to them that they had been translated by hes gift ! 
and power; that the engravings an the platea had been 
shown to them by the power-of God, and net of man; that ? 
an angel. of Ged laid tho plates 
they should bear record of it, 


Eight witnesses, namely, Christian Whitmer, J Jacob Whie-» ag 


mer, Peter Whitmer jr. John Whitmer, Hiram. Page, Jo- 


seph Snith, sen. Hyrum Smith, and Sam’l. H. Smith, state, _ 


that Joseph Smith jr. bad shown them the plates “of which 
hath been spoken,” | the appearance of gabd; 2 


spoken” thet Ged’s voice — 


agravings before their: 
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that they handled the translated ones with their hands, and 
saw the engravings thereon, all of which had the appearance 
of ancient work, and of curious workmanship ; ; and that 
Gey had seen and “ hefted” the plates. | 

_As-to the first three witnesses, if they reafty saw and 
heard something supernatural, as they pretend, it must have 
been of the Devil ; because the God of truth, would never 


have made a in confirmation of such a work as 


we have seen the “ Book of Mormon” to be. With regard 
to.the eight witnesses, if they saw plates, as they say they 
did; they had only the word of Joseph Smith j 1 jr that they 
were the plates “ of which hath been spoken ;” whose 
ibility we shall consider anon.’ And we have already acti, 
by the:statement of Professor Anthon, what kind of “ ancient 
work, and curious workmatship,” the engravings were. 
ae heave: said; that if the three witnesses saw and heard 
something supernatural, it must have been of the Devil. I 
now say, that it is quite too much to suppose, that ‘such 
fellows have been favored, even with a diabolical vision. 
Mr. Bvoth, in his third letter, says:—* When I was in Mis- 
souri, | had an opportunity to examine a commandment giv- 
on to these witnesses, previous totheir seeing the plates. 
They were informed, on they should see and hear those 
things by, faith, and then they should testify to the world, 
as though they had» seen and heard, as 1 see a man, ‘and 
hear his voice.” ‘There’s Jesuitism for you! Lo! the de- 
ceivers stand revealed! ‘Saw and heard supernatural things” 
by faith, and yet tepreséat to the world as if they saw “and 
heard dterally ! 
But now again, I say, that such ideceivers as’ ‘we ‘see 
these men to be, are not to be supposed to have seen and 
heard any thing even by faith. - ‘The whole “ Golden Bible” 
fraternity, from Jeseph Smith jr. down to Samuel H. Smith, 
at the “tail end of the heap,” can be viewed in ‘no ather 
light than that-of lying impostors. Of this the reader will - 
be convinced in a few n moments. at 
statements. 
Peele: Dee. 4. 1833. 
we, the ‘have been acquainted with the / 
Smith family for a number of years, while they resided near — 
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this place. We consider them destitute of that moral charac- 
ter which onght to ‘entitle them to the confidence of an ea 


munity. They spent much of their time in cigeing ; mo 
ose 


ney, which they pretended was hid in the 
Smith, sen. and his son Joseph were, in particular, con- 


sidered of character, and addicted to: 


vicious habits. 

Geo. N-- Williams. H. Linnel, Thos. ‘Rogers, od, 
Clark Robinson, . Jas. Jenner, Wm. Parke, - 
Lemuel Durfee, S.-Ackley, Josiah Francis, 

E. S. Townsend, Josiah Rice, . Amos Hollister, 


Henry P. Alger, Jesse Townsend, G. A. Hathaway, 
C. E. Thayer, -Rich’d. D. Clark, David G. Ely, 
G. W. Anderson, ‘Th. P. Baldwin, H. K. Jerome, 
_H.P. Thayer, John Sothington, ~G. Beckwith, 
L. Williams, ‘Durfey Chase, Lewis Foster, 
Geo. W. Crosby, Wells Anderson, Hiram Payne, 
Levi Thayer, N.H. Beckwith, P. Grandin, 
R. S. Williams, Philo Durfee, § L. Hurd, 
Sexton, Giles S.Ely,.. - Joel Thayer, 
M. Butterfield, W. Smith, -E. D. Robinson, 
7. Seymour, Pelatiah West, __ Asahel Millard, - 
D. S. Jackways, Henry Jessup, © A. Ensworth, | 
John Hurlburt, Linus North, Israel F. Chilson, 


7 Manchester, Nov. 3d. 1833. 
We, the, undersigad , being personall uainted with 
the family of Joseph Smith, sen: with w e celebrated 


Gold Bible, so called, originated, state ; that hes weré not’ 
only a lazy, indolent set of men, but also intemperate; and. 


_ their word was not to be depended wey and that we are 
truly glad to dispense with their 


Pardon Butts, | + Gee; Fish, 
Warden A. Reed, Abel Chase,  ».. Horace N. Barnes, 


Hiram Smith, A. H. Wentworth, Silvester Worden, | 


Alfred Stafford, | Moses C. Smith, 


In consequence of the abundance of testimony, onthe 
_want of room, I must insert ina smaller type the following. 
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_ the first Aenest man I met with, for fifty dollars in money. 


ED. 
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STATEMENTS AND AFFIDAVITS. 


-SPESTIMONY OF PETER INGERSOLL. 


Palmyra, Wayne Co. N. Y. 1833. 

. In the month of 1827, I was hired by Joseph Smith jr. to go to 
Pennsylvania, to move his wife’s household furniture up to. Manchester, 
where his wife then was.—His father-in-law (Mr. Hale,) addressed Jo- 
seph in a flood of tears:—‘“ You have stolen my daughter, and married 
her. I had much rather have followed her to her grave... You spend 
your time in digging for money, pretend to see’ in a stone, and thus try 
to deceive noosa Joseph wept, and acknowledged he could not see in 
& stone now, ner never could. He then promised to give up his old 
habits of digging for money, and looking into stones. 

One day, Joseph came to me. “ Yesterday,” said he, “I found some 
beautiful white sand. I took off my frock, and tied up several quarts of 
it, and then went home. The family were anxious to know the contents 
of my frock. At that moment, I happened to think of what I had heard 
about a history foand in Can called the Golden Bible. So I very 
gravely told them it was the G Bible. To my surprise; they were 
credulous enough to believe what I said. Accordingly, I told them I had 


' received a commandment to let no one see it. And now, said Jo, I ‘have 


got the damned fools fixed, and will carry out the fun. tts 
In the fall of 1827, Joseph wanted to-go to ponneenee. He was 

out of money. He went to Palmyra. Said he, “ 

damned fool, Martin Harris, and told him that I had a command to ask 


He prompt- 
ly gave me the fifty.” 
Sworn before Thos. P. Baldwin, Judge of Wayne Co. Court. 
TESTIMONY OF WILLARD CHACE. 
the your 2988, 1 wes engaged in digging well. T employed Alvin 
: year was in digging a em vin 
Joseph Smith to assist me, the latter of .whom is now cnewe as the 
tmon prophet. After digging about twenty feet below the surface of 
the top of the well. . The next morning, Joseph came to me, and wished 
to obtain the stone, all that he could see in it. After obtaining the 
stone, he hegan al aye abroad what wonders he could discover by 
looking in it.—I ve, some time in 3825, Hiram Smith, brother of Jo- 
ang ond wished to the stone. In the fall of 1826, 
a friend called upon me, and wished to see that stone. I told him if he 
would zo with me to ise might see it. But to my surprise, on . 
to Smith’s,and asking him for the stone, he said, “ You cannot 


ve it.” I told him it belonged to me, and repeated to him the 
he had made at the time of oflaining the stone ;* upon which he 


me with a malignant look, and said, ‘I don’t care who in the devil it be- 


* He had promised to return it, 


there met that — 


4 
; 
{ 
4 
‘i 
j 
5 
5 
faced 
7 
“ft 
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longs-to; you shall not have it.” April 1830, I again» asked Hiram 
for the sone. I reminded him of his nem _ He gave me the lie, say- 
ing the stone was not mine, nor never was. Harns at the same time 
flew in a rage, took me by the collar, and said I was a lier. Hiram, in a 
rage, shook his fist at me, and abused mein a most scandalous man- 


In the fore part of September, (I believe,) 1827, the Prophet requested 
me to make sce a chest, expecting soon to get his god book, and want- 
ing to lock it up. A few weeks afterwards, he told one of my. neigh- 
bours,* that he had not got any such book, nor never had such a one; 
but that he had told the story to deceive the damned fool, (meaning me, 
to get him to make’a chest. His neighbors having become disguste 
with his foolish stories, he determined to go back to Pennsylvania. His 
wits were now put to the task, to contrive how he should get money to- 
bear his expenses. He met one day in the streets of Palmyra, Martm 
Harris, and addressed him thus: “I have a commandment from God; 
to ask the first man I meet in the street to give me fifty dollars, to asstat 
me in doing the work. of the Lord, by translating the Golden Bible.’ 
Martin being naturally a credulous man, hands Joseph. the money. | 

Sworn before Fredk. Smith, Justice Peace, Wayne Co. Dec 11, 1833. 


STATEMENT OF PARLEY CHACE. 


 JMranchester, Dee. 2, 1833. 

I was acquainted with the family of Joseph Smith sen. both before 
and since they became Mormons, and feel free to state, that.not one of 
the male members of the Smith family was entitled to any credit what- 
soever. They were lazy, intemperate, and worthless men, very mu 
addicted to lying. In this they frequently: boasted of their skill. Dig- 
ging, for money was thelr principal employment. In regard to their 

old Bible speculation, they scarcely ever told two.stories alike. J 


TESTIMONY OF DAVID STAFFORD. 


‘I have been acquainted with the family of Joseph Smith sen. for sev- 
eral years, and I know him to be a drunkard and a her; and to be much 
in the habit of gambling. His sen Joseph was in some 8 worse 
than his father. When intoxicated, he was very. quarrelsome. We 
worked together, making a coal-pit. A dispute arose between ua, he 
having drank a little too y. As usual at such times, he was for fight-. 
ing. He got the advantage of me in the scuffle, and a gentleman by the 
name of Ford interfered, when Joseph turned to fighting him. We both 
entered a complaint st him, and he was fined for the breach of the 

eace. Itis well known, that the general -— ay of the Smith 

amily was money-digging and fortune-telling. They kept atound them 
constantly a gang of worthiess fellows, who dug for money nights, nd 
were idle in the daytime. ‘It was'a mystery to their bours how 
they got their living. ~ At different times, I have seen them come from 


: 


* After having pretended to deponent that he had obtained the Book, 
4* 


| 

| 
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company with 
looked like mutton. 


wdery* proved himself to be a worth- 


before Fred. Smith, Junie Pees, Wayne Co, De. 12 


TESTIMONY OF BARTON STAFFORD. 


| Manchester, Onta rg N. Y. Nov. 3, 1833. 
with the 3 of Joseph Smith, sen. in 1820. 
pase ected dranhard, end most of the famity lowed his example, Joseph 
a pee , who was very much addicted to intemperance. Kven 
to be inapured of the Lord to translate the Book of 
Mormon, he one day, while at in m got quite drunk 
on a composition of cider, molasses, gth he fell to 
oi with one of the workmen, who Rien ‘hia shirt nearly off from 
him is wife, who was at our house, threw her shawl over his shoul- — 
ders, and in that plight t escorted the Prophet home. When intoxicated, 
he frequently m religion the — of conversation. 
Sworn fore Thos, P. Baldwin, Judge of Wayne Co. Court. 


TESTIMONY OF HENRY HARRIS. 


J sh Smi had a stone, which he used to in his hat, by means 
Harris, others, used to meet together in 
awhile? before the gold plates were found, and were ‘fhheaiiarly ny by 
the name of the “Gold Bible Company.” The character of Josep 
oa was ance on a 8 court, a 
could not and did not believe his” testimony to be true. I once sake 
him what letters were engraved on the plates of the Golden Bible. He 
said, Italic letters, written in an unknown that he had 


Ee OF ABIGAIL. HARRIS, 


Palmyra, Wayne C N. ¥. Mth mo. 
1628 made a Visit to 


part Martin 


* One of the three witnesses 


t the woods early in the morning, bringing meat whi 

; One morning, very early, I found J Smith, se 

| 

: 

‘ Sworn before Jonathan Lapham, Justice Peace, Cuyahoga Co. Ohio. 
' ws. In the at 


while I ved mh 
the house. In one of 


of his fits of ra 


was wel. to which he replied: | 
make money by it.” 

With regard to Mr. Harris's 
spent with her of his 
vato manner. times, when - 
end sia tl twelve or ne 


STATEMENT OF JOSHUA STAFFORD. 


+, Ontario Co., N. Y. Nov. 15, 1833. 
ieee p= once at a husking, called on me to become security 
Pa said he would reward me handsomely, for he had found 
a box of of watches, and they were as large as his fist, and he put one of 
them t o his ear, and he could hear it “ tick forty rods.” Me 79 Sa 
intoxi at the time of the above conversation. 


STATEMENT OF JOSEPH CAPRON. © 


Manchester, Ontario Co. Nov. 8, 1833. 
The father of Jonaph Sith . told me thet the Geld Bible was a spec 
ulation; and, said he, will be placed 
on a:level above the generality of mankind.”t 


i 


* Martis Harris, it will be reeolected, le one of the three witnesses. 
t & wilt be recollected, that Smi:h’s father is ome of the eight witnesses: 
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wished her husband would quit them, as she believed it was all false, and : 
a delusion ; to whieh I head Mr. Harris reply: What if-itie a tie? if 
3 you will let me alone, I will make money out of it !* : | 
STATEMENT OF LUCY HARRIS, WIFE OF MARTIN 
aturally quick in his temper. At different times 
ipped, kicked, and turned me out of 
he struck me with the but-end of 
a whip, which I thin need for driving apy | and was about the 
size of my thumb. He beat me on the head four or five times, and the 
Joors twice, and beat me in a shameful man- 
ner. His main complaint against me was, that I was always trying to : 
hinder his making money. One day, while at Peter Harris’s house, I 
| y of the Smiths, ae their religion | 
you would let-me alone, I could 
intimate with Mrs. Haggard. He 
ours, carrying her presents in a pri- 
home, he would go 
at night, and sometimes until 


4 
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STATEMENT OF G. W. STODDARD AND RICHARD H. 


| | Palmyra, Nov. 2%, 1638. 
Martin Harris was fretful, peevish, and quarrelsome, not only i:: the 
neighborhood, but in his family. He was known frequently to abuse | 
his he O44 whipping her, kicking her out of bed, and turning her cu: of 
agg . The Smith family never made any pretensions to respecta- 
ty. 


TESTIMONY OF ISAAC HALE, JOSEPH SMITH, Jr. 
| FATHER-IN-LAW. 


rs | | _ Harmony, Pa. March 20, 183A. - 

I first became acquainted with Joseph Smith, jr. in November, 1826. 
He was at.that time in the employ of a set of men called money-dig- 
gers. He made several visits to my house, and at —_ asked my con- 
sent to his marrying | daughter Emma. This I refused, and ws my 
reasons for so doing. Not long after this he returned, and while I was 
absent from home, carried off my daughter into the state of New York, 
where they were.married without my approbation or consent. 

The manner in which he seetendel to read and interpret, was the 
same as when he looked for the money-diggers, with the stone in his 
hat, and his hat over his face, while the Book of Plates wes at the same 
time hid in the woods! Oliver Cowdery came, and wrote for Smith, 
while he interpreted as above described. 

Affirmed before Charles Dimon, Justice Peace, Susquehanna Co. Pa. 


TESTIMONY OF REV. NATHL. C. LEWIS, 
Of the Methodist Episcopal Chureh, and a relative of Smith’s wife. 


Joseph Smith, jr. said, that he was to exhibit the Plates to the world 


- atacertain time. After the time stipulated had passed away, Smith was 


asked why he did not fulfil his promise. _ He replied, that he himself 
was deceived. His general character in this part of the country, is that 
of an impostor, hypocrite, and liar. 

Affirmed before Charles Dimon, Justice Peace, March, 20, 1834. 


The following extracts are from affidavits made before 
Charles Dimon Esq. by credible individuals. | 


Joshua M'Kune states, that he knew Joseph Smith, jr. and Martin” 
Harris to be artful seducers; that t that the Plates 
were to be shown to all the world, and that M‘Kune should see them 
at a specified ume but he hed not been permitted tosee them as prom- 
ised. Joseph told him that his (J’s.) first-born child was to translate 
the Plates ; but this child did not live. — | 


- 
4 
4 
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Hezekiah M'Kune states, that oes Smith, jr. said; he was nearly 
ommal § to Jesus Christ, and that he was the greatest prophet that had ever 


Alva Hale, brothenin-law of Smith, jr. states, that Joseph 
told him that. his (J’s.) in seeing wi with a stone and hat, was a gift 
from God; but at another time he told him, that this “‘ g” wasall 
damned nonsense. Joseph prumised to let him see the Plates, but did 
not do it, and was angry because he requested him to fulfil his promise. 
He further states, that he knows Joseph ph Smith ‘r. to beani and 
a i lar and Martin Harris to be a liar also. 


Harris both say, that adultery was no crime. Harris said he did not 
blame Smith for his attempt to seduce Eliza Winters. Mr. Lewis states 
that he knows Smith to be a liar; that he saw him intoxicated at three 


different times while he was co the “Book of Mormon ;” that 
he has heard him use the most profane language 5 that he has heard 
Se wae Jesns t; that was as bad to injure 


hin, 00 ih Jeans Christ; and that God had deceived him 
with regard to the lates, which was’ the reason 


Sophia Lents chin Smith j James 
B, Roach a that Smith said he 


Christ; that she had fr $e heard him use profane ; that 
she heard him yen that the Book of Plates could not be open under 
penalty of death by a rson than his ~ = a) and that she 


other 
was present at the and that it was still-born. 


For the foregoing statements and affidavits relative to the 
character of the leading individuals concerned in “ 


up” the Mormon imposture, as well as for much that oe 


lows, together with the design of the frontispiece-éngra- 
ving that adorns this pamphlet, I am indebted to a work 


entitled Hin Unveiled,” a volume of 290 pages, 


written, printed, and published by E.°D, Howe, of Pains- 
ville, Ohio, in 1834—a work containing a rich fund of in- 


formation in relation to Mormonism, from its rise, to the 
period in which said work was written...The statements 
and affidavits in that work are given at much greater length 
_ than I have presented them. Indeed, I have not even 


given an nt, but only some scattering extracts, 


45 _MORMONISM EXPOSED. 


EXPLANATION OF THE FRONTISPIECE. 


Having spoken of the frontispiece, it is proper in this 
place to explain it. It is no caricature, but is a representa- 
tion of an event described by the Smiths, as having trans- 
pired at the time of Joseph’s finding the Plates of the 
“ Book of Mormon.” It would seem that they told various 
and contradictory stories at different times, in relation to 
the finding of the Plates; but the statement which consti- 
tutes the subject of our engraving, and. which 1 copy from 
* Mormonism Unveiled,” is as follows :— 

“ After Joseph had obtained the Plates, a spirit assault- 
ed him, with the intention of getting them from his posses- 
sion, and actually jerked them out of his hands. Jo, noth- 
ing daunted, in return seized them again, and started to 
run, when his Satanic Majesty (or the spirit,) applied his 
foot to the prophet’s seat of honor, which raised him three 
or four feet from the ground !” | 

Speaking of the finding of the Plates, it would not be 
amiss, to say something respecting the disposition after- 
ward made of them. But this I shall defer, and make it 
the ground of another ——e should [ issue a supple- 


ment pamphlet. 


THE WITNESSES AGAIN. 


What follows respecting the witnesses, I likewise ex- 
tract principally from Mormonism Unveiled.” | 

- Martin Harris, one of the three witnesses to the truth of 
the « Book of Mormon,” frequently declares, that he has 
conversed* with Jesus Christ, angels, and the Devil. 
Christ, he'says, is the handsomest man he ever saw ; ; and 
the Devi] looks very much like a jackass, with very short, 
smooth hair, similar to that of a mouse. In addition to his 
excellent moral character, as already exhibited, viz. liar, 
aduiterer, wife-whipper, &c., Martin made a prediction as 
followeth :—" Within ‘four years from September, 1832, 
there will not be one wicked person in the United States ; 


the righteous willbe gathered to Zion, {Missouri ;] there 


Pi 

| 

u 
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will be no President of the United States after that time ; 
every sectarian and. religious denomination in the United 


_ States shall be broken down; every Christian shall be 


gathered unto the Mormonites ; and the rest-of the human 
race shall perish.” 

Oliver Cowdery. is . another of the three. - He, as well as 
Martin, assisted Smith, as scribe, in getting up the. “ Book 
of Mormon.” ‘He is now associated with the leaders ot 
Mormonism, and appears in easy circumstances, Accord-. 
ing to the affidavit of David Stafford, already brought into 
view, he was a worthless person, ond not.to be trusted or 
believed when he taught school in Stafford’s neighborhood ; 
and, from the following Mormon revelation, extracted. from 
the Mormon “* Doctrines and Covenants,” it would seem 
that Prophet Smith is of the same opinion.as Mr. Stafford, 
in relation to Cowdery.. The extract follows :—*“ Hearken 
unto me, saith the Lord your God, for my servant. Oliver. 

Cowdery’s sake. It is not wisdom in me that he should be 
entrusted with the commandments and the moneys which 
he shall carry up unto the land of Zion, eacept one go with, 
him who is true and faithful. Wherefore, I, the Lord, wil- 
leth, that: my servant, John Whitmer, shall go with my ser- 
vant, Oliver Cowdery. "See. 28. 

David Whitmer, another of the: three witnesses, is one. 
of five of the same name and family who have been used 
_ as tools in the fabrication of the Mormon imposition. . He 
_ is a man of small capacity, and extremely fond of the mar- 
vellous. He is a leader among the Mornionités, and finds 
his advantage in. the success of Mormonism. He states, 
that-he was led by Smith into an open field, where they 
found the Book of. Plates lying upon the ground ; that he 
a and that Smith said, it was in the custody of 

an angel ! 

| The eight witnesses, who say theysaw the Plates, not 
~ that they were divine, consist of three members of the 
Smith tamily, four of the: Whitmer family, and one Hiram 
Page—all “birds of a feather,” inent among the Mor- 
- monites, deriving great benefits from the success of the im- 
posture, and proving nothing purpose, even if 
testimony were credible. 
So much for Joseph Smith, jt and his" witnesses ; and 


ee 
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this must suffice, although I have mucn more! matter on: 
hand of a similar nature, all calculated to show them to be. 
haps the most infamous liars and impostors! that ever 
One might as well believe the stories of a strol- 

ling band of gypsies, as the statements of such creatures. 
Indeed, they are ten thousand times: worse than gypsies ; 
for, fo, vo all the vices of the latter, they add the sacrilegious 
things sacred, and holding Op ehar- 
Eternal to ridicule and contempt.. respect 
conscience ; | am to ution for 
opinion’s sake. ‘Towards the dupes of the Mormon impos- 
tare, | would exercise all due forbearance and: compassion. 
But as for the lying knaves who dupe them, such as Joseph 
Smith, jr. and other Mormon leaders, they are entirely out 
of the pale of charity. | For-thesw conduet,; there is no ex- 
Mormonism is not with them a matter 
of faith. They know better. They Anow it to be am im- 

~ They know, that they themselves are impostors. 

Shey hace they utter false predictions. ‘They know they 
cannot work miracles. ‘Hence they ean be a soar in no 
other light than that of monstrous public nuisances, that 
ought forthwith to be abated. Every member. of ‘the com-: 
munity is under certain social obligations, one of. which is, 
that he shall not knowingly deceive and upon 


community. ‘These vagabonds violate this obligation.» 


They do knowingly practise imposition of the worst a 
tion on as many of as ‘possible. By. 
their deception and lies, they swindle them oat of. their: 
property, disturb social order and the public peace, excite, 
a ‘spirit of ferocity and murder, and lead multitudes astray 
on the subject in which, of all others, they have the aoa 
est interest. The Mormon leaders, therefore, ape nulsan- 
ces of the worst description. 

But I perceive I must. ‘draw to a close. ‘The of 
this pamphlet to subscribers having been fixed: at twelve 


its size. 1 find I have matter on hand quite sufficient for 
another of the size of the present one. Should 
the public furnish me.with a:subscription for one thousand - 
copies of such a pamphlet, I shall ele ee to: 


publish it, as a supplement to this. — . 


- 
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anda half cents, eaanot exceed my present limits as to 
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EXPLANATION OF THE FRONTISPIECE. 


Having spoken of the frontispiece, it is proper in this 
| place to explain it. It is no caricature, but is a representa- 
+ > \ tion of an-event described by the Smiths, as having trans- 
: pired at the time of Joseph’s finding the Plates of the 

“ Book of Mormon.” It would seem that they told various 

and contradictory stories at different times, in relation to 

the finding of the Plates; but the statement which consti- 

tutes the subject of our engraving, and. which 1 copy from 
_ & Mormonism Unveiled,” is as follows :— 

“ After Joseph had obtained the Plates, a spirit issault- 
ed him, with the intention of getting them from his posses- ~ 
sion, and actually jerked them out of his hands. Jo, noth- - 
ing daunted, in return seized them again, and started to 
run, when his Satannic Majesty (or the spirit,) applied his 
foot to the prophet’s seat of honor, ‘which raised him three 
or four feet from the ground !” 

Speaking of the finding of the Plates, it would not be 
amiss, to say something respecting the disposition after- 
ward made of them. But this I shall defer, and make it 
the ground of another “op oa should [ issue a supple- 


ment pamphlet. 


THE WITNESSES AGAIN. 


What follows respecting the witnesses, I likewise ex- 
tract principally from “* Mormonism Unveiled.” | 

. Martin Harris, one of the three witnesses to the truth of. 
the “ Book of Mormon,” frequently declares, that he has 
conversed with Jesus Christ, angels, and the Devil. 
Christ, he says, is the handsomest man he ever saw ; ; and 
the Devil looks very much like a jackass, with very short, 
smooth hair, similar to that of a mouse. In additjon to his 
excellent moral character, as already exhibited, viz. liar, 
aduiterer, wife-whipper, &c., Martin made a prediction as 
followeth :—* Within four years from September, 1832, 
there will not be one wicked person in the United Statos ; 


the righteous will be gathered to Zion, [Missouri ;] there 


re 
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will be no President of the United States after that time ; 
every sectarian and religious denomination in the United 
States shall be broken down; every Christian shall be 
gathered unto the Mormonites ; ‘and the rest-of the hemes 
race shall perish.” _ 

Oliver Cowdery is another of the three. He, as well as 
Martin, assisted Smith, as scribe, in getting.up the “ Book 
of Mormon.” He is now associated with the leaders ot 
Mormonism, and appears in easy circumstances. -Accord- 
ing to the affidavit of David Stafford, already brought into 
view, he was a worthless person, and not.to be trusted or 
believed when he taught school in Stafford’s neighborhood ; 
and, from the following Mormon revelation, extracted. from 
the Mormon “ Doctrines and Covenants,” it would seem 
that Prophet Smith is of the same opinion. as Mr. Stafford, 
in relation to Cowdery.. The extract follows :— Hearken 
unto me, saith the Lord your God, for my servant, Oliver 
Cowdery’s sake. It is not wisdom in me that he should be 
entrusted with the commandments and the moneys which 
he shall carry up unto the land of Zion, eacept one go with 
him who is true and faithful. Wherefore, I, the Lord, wil- 
leth, that: my servant, John Whitmer, shall go with my ser- 
vant, Oliver Cowdery.”—See. 28. 

David Whitmer, another of the: three witnesses, is one 
of five of the same name and family who have been used 
as tools in the fabrication of the Mormon imposition. - He 
is a man of small capacity, and extremely fond, of the mar-, 
vellous. He is a leader among the Mormonités, and finds 
his advantage in. the success of Mormonism. He states, 
that he was led by Smith into an open field, where they 
found the Book of. Plates lying upon the ground ; that he 
examined it ; and that Smith said, it was in the custody of 
an angel ! 

The eight who say they-saw the: Plates, not 
that they were divine, consist of three members of the 
— Smith ‘amily, four of the Whitmer family, and one Hiram 
Page—all “ birds of a feather,” inent among the Mor- 
monites, deriving great benefits from the success of the im- 
_ ~posture, and proving nothing to the purpose, even if. eet: 
testimony were credible. 


‘So much for Joseph Smith, (jr. and his. and 
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EXPLANATION OF THE FRONTISPIECE. 


Having spoken of the frontispiece, it is proper in this - 
place to explain it. It is no caricature, but is a representa- 
tion of an event described by the Smiths, as having trans- 
pired at the time of Joseph’s finding the Plates of the 
“ Book of Mormon.” It would seem that they told various 
and contradictory stories at different times, in relation to 
the finding of the Plates; but the statement which consti- 
tutes the subject of our engraving, and. which 1 copy from 
‘“‘ Mormonism Unveiled,” is as follows :— | 

' After Joseph had obtained the Plates, a spirit assault- 
ed him, with the intention of getting them from his posses- 
sion, and actually jerked them out of his hands. Jo, noth- 
ing daunted, in return seized them again, and started to 
run, when his Satannic Majesty (or the spirit,) applied his 
foot to the prophet’s seat of | honor, which raised him three 
or four feet from the ground !” an ah | 

Speaking of the finding of the Plates, it would not be 
amiss, to say something respecting the disposition after- 
ward made of them. But this I shall defer, and make it 
the ground of another frontispiece, should [ issue a supple- 


ment pamphlet. 


THE WITNESSES AGAIN. 


What follows respecting the witnesses, I likewise ex- 
tract principally from‘ Mormonism Unveiled.” | 
- Martin Harris, one of the three witnesses to the truth of | 
the “ Book of Mormon,” frequently declares, that he has 
conversed» with Jesus Christ, angels, and the Devil. 
Christ, he'says, is the handsomest man he ever saw; and 
the Devil looks very much like a jackass, with very short, 
smooth hair, similar to that of a mouse. In additjon to his 
excellent moral character, as already exhibited, viz. liar, 
adulterer, wife-whipper, &c., Martin made a prediction as 
followeth :—‘t Within four years from September, 1832, — 
there will not be one wicked person in the United States ; 
the righteous will be gathered to Zion, [Missouri ;] there 


| 
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will be no President of the United. States after that time ; 
_ every sectarian and religious denomination in. the United 
States shall be broken down; every Christian shall. be 


gathered unto the Mormonites ; and the rest of the human 
Oliver Cowdery is another of the three.- He, as well as 
Martin, assisted Smith, as scribe, in getting.up the “ Book 
of Mormon.” -He is now associated with the leaders ot 
Mormonism, and appears in easy circumstances, -Accord-. 
ing to the affidavit of David Stafford, already brought into 
view, he was a worthless person, and not.to be trusted or 
believed when he taught school in Stafford’s neighborhood ; 
and, from the following Mormon revelation, extracted. from 
the Mormon “ Doctrines and Covenants,” it would seem 
that Prophet Smith is of the same opinion.as Mr. Stafford, 
in relation to Cowdery. The extract follows :—*“ Hearken 
unto me, saith the Lord your God, for my servant. Oliver 
Cowdery’s sake. It is not wisdom in me that he should be 
entrusted with the commandments and the moneys which 
he shall carry up unto the land of Zion, except one go with, 
him is true and faithful: Wherefore, I, the Lord, wil- 
leth, that my servant, John Whitmer, shall go with my. ser- 
vant, Oliver-Cowdery.”—Sec. 28. 
David Whitmer, another of the three witnesses, is one 
of five of the same name and family who have been used 
as tools in the fabrication of the Mormon imposition. - He 
is a man of small capacity, and extremely fond of the mar-. 
vellous. He is a leader among the Mormonites, and finds 
his advantage in. the success of Mormonism. He states, 
that he was led by Smith into an open field, where they 
found the Book of. Plates lying upon the ground ; that he 
examined it ; and that Smith said, it was in the custedy of 
| The eight witnesses, who say they saw the Plates, not. 
that they were divine, consist of three members of the 
Smith tamily, four of the Whitmer family, and.one Hiram 
Page—all “ birds of a feather,” inent among the Mor- 
monites, deriving great benefits the success of the im- 
posture, and proving nothing to the purpose, even if their. 
testimony were credible. 


So much for Joseph Smith, jr. and his witnesses; and- 
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EXPLANATION OF THE FRONTISPIECE. 


Having spoken of the frontispiece, it is proper in this 
place to explain it. It is no caricature, but is a representa- 
tion of an event described by the Smiths, as having trans- 
pired at the time of Joseph’s finding the Plates of the 
“ Book of Mormon.” It would seem that they told various 
and contradictory stories at different times, in relation to 
the finding of the Plates; but the statement which consti- 
tutes the subject of our engraving, and. which | copy from 
‘ Mormonism Unveiled,” is as follows :— 

“ After Joseph had obtained the Plates, a spirit assault- 
ed him, with the intention of getting them from his posses- 
sion, and actually jerked them out of his hands. Jo, noth- 
ing daunted, in return seized them again, and started to 
run, when his Satannic Majesty (or the spirit,) applied his 
foot to the prophet’s seat of honor, which raised him three 
or four feet from the ground !” | 

Speaking of the finding of the Plates, it would not be 
amiss, to say something respecting the disposition after- 
ward made of them. But this I: shall defer, and make it 
the ground of another _—e should [ issue a supple- 
ment pamphlet. 


THE WITNESSES AGAIN. 


What follows respecting the witnesses, I likewise ex- 
tract principally from “ Mormonism Unveiled.” : 
- Martin Harris, one of the three witnesses to the truth of 
the “ Book of Mormon,” frequently declares, that he has 
conversed with Jesus Christ, angels, and the Devil. 
Christ, he'says, is the handsomest man he ever saw; and 
the Devi] looks very much like a jackass, with very short, 
smooth hair, similar to that of a mouse. In additjon to his 
excellent moral character, as already exhibited, viz. liar, 
adulterer, wife-whipper, &c., Martin made a prediction as 
followeih :—** Within four years from September, 1832, 
there will not be one wicked person in the United States ; 
the righteous will be gathered to Zion, {Missouri ;] there 


" 
| 
5 
| 
> ‘ 
| 
~- 


MORMONISM EXPOSED. 47 


will be no President of the United States after that time ; 
every sectarian and. religious denomination in the United 
States shall be broken down; every Christian shall be 
gathered unto the Mormonites ; ‘and the rest-of the humen 
race shall perish.” 

Oliver Cowdery is another of the three. He, as well as 
Martin, assisted Smith, as scribe, in getting up the “ Book 
of Mormon.” He is now associated with the leaders ot 
Mormonism, and appears in easy circumstances. -Accord-. 
ing to the affidavit of David Stafford, already brought into 
view, he was a worthless person, and not.to be trusted or 
believed when he taught school in Stafford’s neighborhood ; 
and, from the following Mormon revelation, extracted. from 
the Mormon “ Doctrines and Covenants,” it would seem 
that Prophet Smith is of the same opinion as Mr. Stafford, 
in relation to Cowdery.. The extract follows :—‘ Hearken 
unto me, saith the Lord your God, for my servant. Oliver 
_ Cowdery’s sake. It is not wisdom i in me that he should be 

entrusted with the commandments and the moneys which 
he shall carry up unto the land of Zion, eacept one go with 
him who is true and faithful. Wherefore, I, the Lord, wil- 
leth, that my servant, John Whitmer, shall go with my. ser- 
vant, Oliver. Cowdery.” —See. 28. 

David Whitmer, another of the: three witnesses, is one 
of five of the same name and family who have been used 
as tools in the fabrication of the Mormon imposition. » He 
is a man of small capacity, and extremely fond of the mar-. 
vellous. He is a leader among the Mormonitées, and finds 
his advantage in. the success of Mormonism. He states, 
that he was led by Smith into an open field, where they 
found the Book of. Plates lying upon the ground ; that he 
~examined it ; and that Smith said, it was in the custody of 
an angel ! 

| The eight witnesses, who say they saw the Plates, not 
that they were divine, consist of three members of the 
Smith tamily, four of the Whitmer family, and one Hiram 
Page—all “ birds of a feather,” inent among the Mor- 
monites, deriving great benefits from the success of the im- 
posture, and proving nothing to the purpose, even if. pee: 
testimony were credible. ; 

So much for Joseph Smith, (je. and his" witnesses ; and 


« 
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EXPLANATION ‘OF THE FRONTISPIECE. 


Having spoken of the frontispiece, it is proper in this 
place to explain it. It is no caricature, but is a representa- 
tion of an event described by the Smiths, as having trans- 
pired at the time of Joseph’s finding the Plates of the 
“ Book of Mormon.” It would seem that they told various 
and contradictory stories at different times, in relation to 
the finding of the Plates; but the statement which consti- 
tutes the subject of our engraving, and. which 1 copy from 
‘“* Mormonism Unveiled,” is as follows :— 

After Joseph had obtained the Plates, a spirit assault- 

ed him, with the intention of getting them from his posses- 
sion, and actually jerked them out of his hands. Jo, noth- 
ing daunted, in return seized them again, and started to 
run, when his Satannic Majesty (or the spirit,) applied his 
foot to the prophet’s seat of honor, which raised him three 
or four feet from the ground !” 
Speaking of the finding of the Plates, it would not be 
amiss, to say something respecting the disposition after- 
ward made of them. But this I shall defer, and make it 
the ground of another eo should [ issue a supple- 
ment pamphlet. 


THE WITNESSES AGAIN. 


What follows respecting the witnesses, I likewise ex- 
tract principally from “ Mormonism Unveiled.” | 
- Martin Harris, one of the three witnesses to the truth of 
the“ Book of Mormon,” frequently declares, that he has 
conversed with Jesus Christ, angels, and the Devil. 

Christ, he'says, is the handsomest man he ever saw ; ; and 
the Devil looks very much like a jackass, with very short, 
smooth hair, similar to that of a mouse. In additjon to his 
excellent moral character, as already exhibited, viz. liar, 
adulterer, wife-whipper, &c., Martin made a prediction as 
followeih :—* Within four years from September, 1832, 
there will not be one wicked person in the United States ; 
the righteous will be gathered to Zion, {Missouri ;] there 
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will be no President of the United States after that time ; 
every sectarian and religious denomination in the United 
- States shall be broken down; every Christian shall be 
gathered unto the Mormonites ; and the rest-of the human 
race shall perish.” 

_ Oliver Cowdery. is ansehes of the three. - He, as well as 

Martin, assisted Smith, as scribe, in getting up the “ Book 
_ Of Mormon.” He is now. associated with the leaders ot 
Mormonism, and appears in easy circumstances. Accord- 
ing to the affidavit of David Stafford, already brought into 
view, he was a worthless person, and not.to be trusted or 
believed when he taught school in Stafford’s neighborhood ; 
and, from the following Mormon revelation, extracted. from 
the Mormon “ Doctrines and Covenants,” it would seem 
that Prophet Smith is of the same opinion as Mr. Stafford, 
in relation to Cowdery. The extract follows :—‘ Hearken 
unto me, saith the Lord your God, for my servant. Oliver 
Cowdery’s sake. It is not wisdom in me that he should be 
- entrusted with the commandments and the moneys which 
he shall carry up unto the land of Zion, except one go with, 
him who is true and faithful. Wherefore, I, the Lord, wil- 
leth, that: my servant, John Whitmer, shall go with my ser- 
vant, Oliver Cowdery. "See. 28. 

David Whitmer, another of the: three witnesses, is one 
of five of the same name and family who have been used 
as tools in the fabrication of the Mormon imposition. He 
is a man of small capacity, and extremely fond of the mar- 
vellous. He is a leader among the Mormonites, and finds 
his advantage in. the success of Mormonism. He states, 
that he was led by Smith into an open field, where they 
found the Book of. Plates lying upon the ground ; that he 
examined it ; tho custody of 
an angel! 

| The eight witnesses, who say they saw the Plates, not 
that they were divine, consist of three members of the 
Smith ‘mile four of the Whitmer family, and one Hiram 
. Page—all “birds of a feather,” inent among the Mor- 

monites, deriving great benefits the success of the im- 
posture, and proving nothing even if . 
testimony were credible. __ | 

Smith, je. and his witnesses ; and 
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EXPLANATION OF THE FRONTISPIECE. 


Having spoken of the frontispiece, it is proper in this 
place to explain it. It is no caricature, but is a representa- 
tion of an-event described by the Smiths, as having trans- 
pired at the time of Joseph’s finding the Plates of the 
“ Book of Mormon.” It would seem that they told various 
and contradictory stories at different times, in relation to 
the finding of the Plates; but the statement which consti- 
tutes the subject of our engraving, and. which 1 copy from 
“ Mormonism Unveiled,” is as follows :— | 

“ After Joseph had obtained the Plates, a spirit assault- 
ed him, with the intention of getting them from his posses- 
sion, and actually jerked them out of his hands. Jo, noth- 
ing daunted, in return seized them again, and started to 
rin, when his Satannic Majesty (or the spirit,) applied his 
foot to the prophet’s seat off honor, which raised him three 
or four feet from the ground !” .% | 
Speaking of the finding of the Plates, it would not be 
amiss, to say something respecting the disposition after- 
ward made of them. But this I shall defer, and make it 
the ground of another frontispiece, should [ issue a supple- 
ment pamphlet. | 


THE WITNESSES AGAIN. 


What follows respecting the witnesses, I likewise ex- 
tract principally from Mormonism Unveiled.” 3 

Martin Harris, one of the three witnesses to the truth of 
the “ Book of Mormon,” frequently declares, that he has 
conversed’ with Jesus Christ, angels, and the Devil. 
_ Christ, he'says, is the handsomest man he ever saw; and 
the Devi] looks very much like a jackass, with very short, 
smooth hair, similar to that of a mouse. In addition to his 
excellent ‘moral character, as already exhibited, viz. liar, 
adulterer, wife-whipper, &c., Martin made a prediction as 
folluweth :—*t Within four years from September, 1832, 
there will not be one wicked person in the United States ; 
the righteous will be gathered to Zion, [Missouri ;] there 
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will be no President of the United States after that time ; 
every sectarian and. religious denomination in the United 
- States shall be broken down; every Christian shall. be 
gathered unto the Mormonites ; and the rest of the human 
race shall perish.” _ 

Oliver Cowdery is another of the three.’ He, as well as 
Martin, assisted Smith, as scribe, in getting up the “ Book — 
of Mormon.” He is now associated with the leaders ot 
Mormonism, and appears in easy circumstances. Accord- 
ing to the affidavit of David Stafford, already brought into 
view, he was a worthless person, and not.to be trusted or 
believed when he taught school in Stafford’s neighborhood ; 
and, from the following Mormon revelation, extracted. from 
the Mormon “ Doctrines and Covenants,” it would seem 
that Prophet Smith is of the same opinion as Mr. Stafford, 
in relation to Cowdery.. The extract follows :—“ Hearken 
unto me, saith the Lord your God, for my servant. Oliver. 
Cowdery’s sake. It is not wisdom in me that he should be 
entrusted with the commandments and the moneys which 
he shall carry up unto the land of Zion, eacept one go with — 
him who is true and faithful: Wherefore, I, the Lord, wil- 
leth, that: my servant, John Whitmer, shall go my ser- 
vant, Oliver. Cowdery. "See. 28... 

David Whitmer, another of the- three witeotnddy is one 
of five of the same name and family who have been used. 
as tools in the fabrication of the Mormon imposition. - He 
is a man of small capacity, and extremely fond of the mar-. 
vellous. He is a leader among the Mormonites, and finds 
his advantage in- the success of Mormonism. He states, 
that he was led by Smith into an open field, where they 
found the Book of. Plates lying upon the ground ; that he 
examined it ; in the custody of 
an angel ! 

| The eight witnesses, who say they: saw the Plates, not 
that they were divine, consist of three members of the 
Smith family, four of the Whitmer family, and one Hiram 
Page—ali “ birds of a feather,” inent among the Mor-. 
monites, deriving great benefits from the success of the im- 
posture, and proving nothing the purpose, even if. 
testimony were credible. _. 

So much for Smith, (je. and his witnesses ; and 
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EXPLANATION OF THE FRONTISPIECE. 


Having spoken of the frontispiece, it is proper in this 
place to explain it. It is no caricature, but is a representa- 
tion of an event described by the Smiths, as having trans- 
pired at the time of Joseph’s finding the Plates of the 
“ Book of Mormon.” It would seem that they told various — 
and contradictory stories at different times, in relation to. 
the finding of the Plates; but the statement which consti- 
tutes the subject of our engraving, and which I copy from 
‘“ Mormonism Unveiled,” is as follows :— 

“ After Joseph had obtained the Plates, a spirit assault- 
ed him, with the intention of getting them from his posses- 
sion, and actually jerked them out of his hands. Jo, noth- 
ing daunted, in return seized them again, and started to 
run, when his Satannic Ma ajesty (or the: spirit,) applied his 
foot to the prophet’s seat of honor, which raised him three 
or four feet from the ground !” | 

Speaking of the finding of the Plates, it would not be 
amiss, to say something respecting the disposition after- 
ward made of them. But this I shall defer, and make it 
the ground of another eee, should I issue a supple- 
ment pamphlet. 


THE WITNESSES AGAIN. | 


What follows respecting the witnesses, I likewise ex- 
tract principally from “ Mormonism Unveiled.” 
Martin Harris, one of the three witnesses to the truth of 
the “ Book of Mormon,” frequently declares, that he has 
conversed» with Jesus Christ, angels, and the Devil. 
Christ, he'says, is the handsomest man he ever saw; and 
the Devil looks very much like a jackass, with very short, 
smooth hair, similar to that of a mouse. In additjon to his 
excellent moral character, as already exhibited, viz. liar, 
adulterer, wife-whipper, &c., Martin made a prediction as 
followeth :— Within ‘four years from September, 1832, 
there will not be one wicked person in the United States ; 
the righteous will be gathered to Zion, {Missouri ;] there 
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will be no President of the United States after that time ; 
every sectarian and. religious denomination in the United 
States shall be broken down; every Christian shall. be 
_ gathered unto. the Mormonites ; ‘and the rest of the homea 
race shall perish.” 
_. Oliver Cowdery. is another of the three: He, as well as 
Martin, assisted Smith, as scribe, in getting up the “ Book 
of Mormon.” ‘He is now associated with the leaders ot 
Mormonism, and appears in easy circumstances. Accord- 
ing to the affidavit of David Stafford, already brought into 
view, he was a worthless person, and not.to be trusted or 
believed when he taught school in Stafford’s neighborhood ; 
and, from the following Mormon revelation, extracted. from 
the Mormon “ Doctrines and Covenants,” it would seem 
that Prophet Smith is of the same opinion as Mr. Stafford, 
in relation to Cowdery.. The extract follows :—‘ Hearken 
- unto me, saith the Lord your God, for my servant. Oliver 
Cowdery’s sake. It is not wisdom in me that he should be 
entrusted with the commandments and the moneys which 
he shall carry up unto the land of Zion, eacept one go with 
him who is true and faithful. Wherefore, I, the Lord, wil- 
leth, that my servant, John Whitmer, shall go with my ser- 
vant, Oliver Cowdery.”—See. 28. 

David Whitmer, another of the: three witnesses, is one 
of five of the same name and family who have been used 
as tools in the fabrication of the Mormon imposition. - He 
is a man of small capacity, and extremely fond of the mar- 
vellous. He is a leader among the Mormonites, and finds 
his advantage in. the success of Mormonism. He states, 
that he was led by Smith into an open field, where they — 
found the Book of. Plates lying upon the ground ; that he 
examined it ; and that Smith said, it was in tho custody of 
an angel! 

The eight witnesses, who ‘say they saw the Plates, not 
that they were divine, consist of three members of he 
Smith tamily, four of the. Whitmer family, and one Hiram 
Page—all “ birds of a feather,” inent among the Mour- 
monites, deriving great benefits the success of the im- 
‘posture, and proving nothing even if. 
testimony were credible. ' 

So much for Joseph Smith, je. and his" witnesses ; and 
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| 
EXPLANATION OF THE FRONTISPIECE. 


Having spoken of the frontispiece, it is proper in this 
place to explain it. It is no caricature, but is a representa- 
tion of an event described by the Smiths, as having trans- 
pired at the time of Joseph’s finding the Plates of the 
“ Book of Mormon.” It would seem that they told various 
and contradictory stories at different times, in relation to 
the finding of the Plates; but the statement which consti- 
tutes the subject of our engraving, and. which | copy from 
*“ Mormonism Unveiled,” is as follows :— | 
“ After Joseph had obtained the Plates, a spirit assault- 
ed him, with the intention of getting them from his posses- 
sion, and actually jerked them out of his hands. Jo, noth- 
ing daunted, in return seized them again, and started to 
run, when his Satannic Ma sesty (or the spirit,) applied his 
foot to the prophet’s seat of honor, which raised him three 
or four feet from the ground !” | 
Speaking of the finding of the Plates, it would not be 
amiss, to say something respecting the disposition after-— 
ward made of them. But this,I shall defer, and make it 
the ground of another fromtispiece, should fi issue a supple- 
ment pamphlet. 


THE WITNESSES AGAIN. 


What follows respecting the witnesses, I likewise ex- 
tract principally from “ Mormonism Unveiled.” : 
- Martin Harris, one of the three witnesses to the truth of 
the“ Book of Mormon,” frequently declares, that he has. 
conversed* with Jesus Christ, angels, and the Devil. 

Christ, he'says, is the handsomest man he ever saw; and 
the Devil looks very much like a jackass, with very short, 
smooth hair, similar to that of a mouse. In additjon to his 
excellent ‘moral character, as already exhibited, viz. liar, 
adulterer, wife-whipper, &c., Martin made a prediction as 
followeth :—* Within four years from September, 1832, 
there will not be one wicked person in the United States ;_ 
the righteous will be gathered to Zion, {Missouri ;] there 
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will be no President of the United States after that time ; 
every sectarian and religious denomination in the United 
States shall be broken down; every Christian shall.be — 
gathered unto the Mormonites ; ‘and the rest of the human 
race shall perish.” 
_. Oliver Cowdery is another of the three. He, as well as 
Martin, assisted Smith, as scribe, in getting up the “ Book 
of Mormon.” He is now associated with the:leaders ot 
Mormonism, and appears in easy circumstances. Accord- 
ing to the affidavit of David Stafford, already brought into 
view, he was a worthless person, ond not.to be trusted or 
believed when he taught school in Stafford’s neighborhood ; 
and, from the following Mormon revelation, extracted. from 
the Mormon “ Doctrines and Covenants,” it would seem 
that Prophet Smith is of the same opinion as Mr. Stafford, 
in relation to Cowdery. The extract follows :—*“ Hearken 
unto me, saith the Lord your God, for my servant. Oliver 
Cowdery’s sake. It is not wisdom in me that he should be 
entrusted with the commandments and the moneys which 
he shall carry up unto the land of Zion, eacept one go with 
him who is true and faithful. Wherefore, I, the Lord, wil- 
leth, that: my servant, John Whitmer, shall go with my ser- 
vant, Oliver Cowdery. "See. 28. 

David Whitmer, another of the: three witnesses, is one 
of five of the same name and family who have been used 
as tools in the fabrication of the Mormon imposition. - He 
is a man of small capacity, and extremely fond of the mar-. 
vellous. He is a leader among the Mormonités, and finds 
his advantage in. the success of Mormonism. He states, 
that he was led by Smith into an open field, where they 
found the Book of. Plates lying upon the ground ; that he 
examined it ; the custody of 
an angel ! 
| The eight witnesses, who say they. saw the Plates, not 

that they were divine, consist of three members of the 
Smith tamily, four of the: Whitmer family, and one Hiram 
Page—all “ birds of a feather,” inent among the Mor- 
monites, deriving great benefits the success of the im- 
posture, and proving nothing to the purpose, even if. pee 
testimony were credible. . 

So much for Joseph Smith, je. and his. witnesses ; and 
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EXPLANATION OF THE FRONTISPIECE. 


Having spoken of the frontispiece, it is proper in this 
_ place to explain it. It is no caricature, but is a representa- 
tion of an event described by the Smiths, as having trans- 
pired at the time of Joseph’s finding the Plates of the 
“ Book of Mormon.” It would seem that they told various 
and contradictory stories at different times, in relation to 
the finding of the Plates; but the statement which consti- 
tutes the subject of our engraving, and which 1 copy from 
‘¢ Mormonism Unveiled,” is as follows :— 

After Joseph had obtained the Plates, a spirit assault- 
ed him, with the intention of getting them from his posses- 
sion, and actually jerked them out of his hands. Jo, noth- 
ing daunted, in return seized them again, and started to 
run, when his Satannic Ma aesty (or the spirit,) applied his 

foot to the prophet’s seat of honor, which raised him three 
or four feet from the ground !” 

Speaking of the finding of the Plates, it would not be 
amiss, to say something respecting the disposition after- 
ward made of them. But this I shall defer, and make it 
the ground of another 2 oe ee, should [ issue a supple- 
ment pamphlet. 


THE WITNESSES AGAIN. 
What follows respecting the witnesses, I likewise ex- 
tract principally from Mormonism Unveiled.” 
_ Martin Harris, one of the three witnesses to the truth of 
the“ Book of Mormon,” frequently declares, that he has 
conversed* with Jesus Christ, angels, and the Devil. 
Christ, he'says, is the handsomest man he ever saw; and 
the Devi] looks very much like a jackass, with very short, 
smooth hair, similar to that of a mouse. In addition to his 
excellent ‘moral character, as already exhibited, viz. liar, 
adulterer, wife-whipper, &c., Martin made a prediction as 
followeth Withia ‘four years from September, 1832, 
there will not be one wicked person in the United States ; 
the righteous will be gathered to Zion, ;] there 
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will be no President of the United States after that time ; 
every sectarian and religious denomination in the United 
- States shall be broken down; every Christian shall be 
gathered unto the Mormonites ; and. the. rest of the human 
Yace shall perish.” 

_. Oliver Cowdery is ancther of the three. - He, as well as 
Martin, assisted Smith, as scribe, in getting.up the “ Book 
of Mormon.” -He is now associated with the leaders ot 
Mormonism, and appears in easy circumstances. Accord- 
ing to the affidavit of David Stafford, already brought into 
view, he was a worthless person, and not.to be trusted or 
believed when he taught school in Stafford’s neighborhood ; 
and, from the following Mormon revelation, extracted. from 
the Mormon “ Doctrines and Covenants,” it would seem 
that Prophet Smith is of the same opinion as Mr. Stafford, 
in relation to Cowdery. The extract follows :— Hearken 
unto me, saith the Lord your God, for my servant. Oliver. 
Cowdery’s sake. It is not wisdom in me that he should be 
entrusted with the commandments and the moneys which 
he shall carry up unto the land of Zion, eacept one go with, 
him who 1s true and faithful: Wherefore, I, the Lord, wil- 
leth, that: my servant, John Whitmer, shall go with my ser- 
vant, Oliver Cowdery. "See 28. 

David Whitmer, another of the: three witnesnats is one 
of five of the same name and family who have been used 
as tools in the fabrication of the Mormon imposition. - He 
is a man of small capacity, and extremely fond of the mar-. 
vellous. He is a leader among the Mormonités, and finds 
his advantage in. the success of Mormonism. He states, 
that he was led by Smith into an open field, where they 
found the Book of. Plates lying upon the ground ; that he 
aaa and that Smith said, it was in the enatody of 

angel ! 

' The eight witnesses, who say they:saw the Plates, not 
that they were divine, consist of three members of the 
Smith tamily, four of the Whitmer family, and one Hiram 
Page—all “birds of a feather,” ent among the Mor- 
monites, deriving great benefits from the success of the im-. 
posture, and proving nothing even if. 
testimony were credible 

So much for Joseph Smith, jr. and his witnesses ; and. 
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